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- In the Matter of " AGREED ORDER
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On this day the Texas Board of Nursing, hereinafter referred to as the Board, considered
the matter of SEVERINE BERGERON WHITTIER, Advanced Practice Registered Nurse License
Number AP142755, and Regfstered Nurse License Number 737555, hereinafter referred to as
Respondent.

Information received by the Board produced evidence that Respondent may be subject to
discipline pursuant to Section 301.452(b)(8), Texas Occupations Code.

Respondent waived notice and hearing and agreed to the entry of this Agreed Order

approved by Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN, Executive Director, on October 1, 2021.

FINDINGS OF FACT - -

1.~ Prior to the institution of Agency proceédings, notice of the matters specified below in
these Findings of Fact was served on Respondent and Respondent was given an opportunity
to show compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license(s).

2. Respondent waived notice and hearing, and agreed to the entry of this Agreed Order.

3. Respondent's license to practice as a professional nurse in the State of Texas is in current
status. Respondent's license to practice as an advanced practice registered nurse in the State
of Texas with authorization as a Nurse Anesthetist without Prescription Authorization is in
current status.

4. Respondent received a Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing from Baylor University, Dallas,
Texas, on December 16, 2006. Respondent completed a Nurse Anesthetist Program from
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, on January 15, 2016. Respondent was
licensed to practice professional nursing in the State of Texas on January 30, 2007.
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Respondent was licensed to practice advanced prabtice registered nursing in the State of
Texas with authorization as a Nurse Anesthetist on August 15, 2019.

5. On or about May 4, 2020; Respondent was issued a Consent Order by the State Education
Department of the University of the State.of New York, wherein her license to practice as
a registered professional nurse in the State of New York was suspended. A copy of the
Consent Order dated May 4, 2020, is attached and incorporated by reference as part of this
pleading.

6. On or about March 18, 2021, Respondent was issued a Consent Agreement by the Ohio
Board of Nursing, Columbus, Ohio, wherein Respondents license to practice professional
nursing was suspended indefinitely. The suspension was stayed and subject to Probationary
Terms and Restrictions for a minimum period of two (2) years. A copy of the Consent
Agreement dated March 18, 2021, is attached and incorporated by reference as part of this
pleading.

7. In response to Finding of Fact Number Five (5), Respondent states her prior substance
abuse issues stem from unresolved health issues for which Respondent has since received
treatment. Two years before she entered the Consent Order with New York, Respondent
states she referred herself to the Texas Peer Assistance Program for Nurses (TPAPN).

8. On or about October 6, 2021, the Texas Board of Nursing was informed by the Texas Peer
Assistance Program for Nurses (TPAPN), that Respondent completed the program on or
about August 23, 2021.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301.451-301.555, the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter. :

2. Notice was served in accordance with law.

3. The evidence received is sufficient cause pursuant to Section 301.452(b)(8), Texas
Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action against Advanced Practice Registered Nurse
License Number AP142755, and Registered Nurse License Number 737555, heretofore
issued to SEVERINE BERGERON WHITTIER.

4. Pursuant to Section 301.463(d), Texas Occupations Code, this Agreed Order is a settlement
agreement under Rule 408, Texas Rules of Evidence, in civil or criminal litigation.

[\®)
'
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TERMS OF ORDER

1L SANCTION AND APPLICABILITY
IT IS THEREFORE AGREED and ORDERED that RESPONDENT SHALL

receive the sanction of REMEDIAL EDUCATION in accordance with the terms of this
Order.

A. This Order SHALL apply to any and all future licenses issued to RESPONDENT
to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

B. This Order SHALL be applicable to RESPONDENT'S nurse licensure compact
privileges, if any, to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

C. Until successfully completed, RESPONDENT may not practice nursing in the
State of Texas except in accordance with the terms of this Order.

D. As aresult of this'Order, RESPONDENT'S license(s) will be designated "single
state" as applicable and RESPONDENT may not work outside the State of Texas
in another nurse licensure compact party state using a Texas compact license.

IL COMPLIANCE WITH LAW
While under the terms of this-Order, RESPONDENT agrees to comply in all .

respects with the Nursing Practice Act, Texas Occupations Code, §§301.001 eI seq., the
‘Rules and Regulétiéﬁs ReleIting to Nursing Education, Licensure and Practice, 22 TEX.
ADMIN. CODE §§211.1 et seq., and this Agreed Order.
II1. UNDERSTANDING BOARD ORDERS
Within thirty (30) days of entry of this Order, RESPONDENT must successfully
complete the Board's online course, "Understanding Board Orders", which can be accessed
on the Board's website from the "Discipline & Complaints" drop-down menu or directly

at:  http.//www.bon.texas.gov/UnderstandingBoardOrders/index.asp. Upon successful

AP142755/0/737555/0:277 -3- €20



completion, RESPONDENT must submit the course verification at ihe eonclusion of the
course, which automatically transmits the verification to the Board.
Iv. - REM‘ED.IAL EDUCATI_QN _COURS_E(S') 5
In addition to any continuing education reqﬁirements the Board vma‘y require for
licensure renewal, RESPONDENT SHALL successfully complete the following remedial

education course(s) within one (1) vear of the effective date of this Order, unless

otherwise specifically indicated:

A. A Board-approved course in Texas nursing jurisprudence and ethics that shall
be a minimum of six (6) hours in length. The course's content shall include the
Nursing Practice Act, standards of practice, documentation of care, principles of
nursing ethics, confidentiality, professional boundaries, and the Board's
Disciplinary Sanction Policies regarding: Sexual Misconduct; Fraud, Theft, and
Deception; Nurses with Substance Abuse, Misuse, Substance Dependency, or
other Substance Use Disorder; and Lying and Falsification. Courses focusing on
malpractice issues will not be accepted. Home study and video programs will not
be approved. '

B. The course "Sharpening Critical Thinking Skills,"” a 3.6 contact hour online
~ program provided by the National Council of State Boards of Nursmg (NCSBN)
Learning Extension. :

In order to receive credit for completion of this/these course(s), RESPONDENT SHALL

~ CAUSE ‘the instructor to submit a Verification of Course Completion form or SHALL
submit the continuing education certificate, as applicable, to the attention of Monitoring
at the Board's office. RESPONDENT SHALL first obtain Board approval of any course
prior to enrollment if the course is not being offered by a pre-approved provider.
Information about Board-approved courses and Verification of Course Completion forms
are available from the Board at www.bon.texas.gov/compliance.

V. RESTORATION OF UNENCUMBERED LICENSE(S)

Upon full compliance with the terms of this Agreed Order, all encumbrances will
be removed from RESPONDENT'S license(s) and/or privilege(s) to practice nursing in the

State of Texas and, subject to meeting all existing eligibility requirements in Texas

AP142755/0/737555/0:277 -4 - C20



Occupations Code Chapter 304, Article 11, RESPONDENT may be eligible for nurse
~ licensure compact privileges, if any.
BALANCE OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT .ABLANK.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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. RESPONDENT'S CERTIFICATION-

I understand that I have the nght to legal counsel pnor to sxgnmg thls Ordcr I have
reviewed this Order. I neither adrmt nor deny the vxolatlon(s) alleged hercm B y my %lgnaturc 'o'n
this Order, I agree to the entry of this Order, and any conditions of said Order, to avoid further
disciplinary action in this matter. I waive judicial review of this Order. I understand that this Order
becomes effective upon acceptance by the Executive Director on behalf of the Texas Board of
Nursing and a copy will be mailed to me. T'understand that if I fail to comply with all terms and
conditions of this Order, I will be subject to investigation and disciplinary sanction, including
possible revocation of my license(s) and/or privileges to practice nursing in the State of Texas, as

a consequence of my noncompliance.

Signed this_| %y of PLLENT 50 21

7]
SEVERINE BERGERON WHITTIER, RESPONDENT

" Sworn to and subscribed before me this ___~ day of 20

- SEAL

Notary Public in and for the State of

Approved as to formandsubstance.

WP e

S, AttoEV/y for{ spondent
ngned thls o day of J}c&wher 2020
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WHEREFO;{E, i’RI-EMI-S.ES:.CONSH')'EI.{ED, the Ex.ecutive Director, .on'beilalf of the
Texas Béard Qf Nursing does héreby fatify and adopt the Agreed Order that was signed on the 17%
day of December; 2021, by S-EV-E'RIN.E' BERGERON WHITTIER, Advanced Practice Registered
‘Nur.sé I;i.cense Nﬁ¥n‘t¥er ‘AP.1.42755, anci Registered Nurse L‘icenéé Nl'lmber ’./3'7555,. and -saic'i

Agreed Order is final.

Effective this 21% day of December, 2021.

Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN
Executive Director on behalf
of said Board

AP142755/0/737555/0:277 -7 - 20



THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

OFFICE OF THE PROFESSIONS L
- DIVISION QF PﬁﬂF.ESSIO!_UAL_LICENSING SERVICES
Public Information Unit - :
. Te:l.‘ {(518)474-3817 EXT: 330
Fax {518} 473-0578
E-pail: DPLSBSU@NYSED.GOV

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS:
COUNTY OF ALBANY)

In accordance with the Civil Practice Law and Rules Article 45, I, Sandra Barsallo, }
Credentials Specialist 1 in the Division of Ptofessional Licensing Services of the New

Education Department, have caused this certificate to be prepared. I certify that I have
custody of the official original records of the Division of Professional Licensing Servig
attest that the attached are true, complete and cotrect copies of the original documents

relating to the licensure of SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER. '

Witness my hand and the seal of the New York State Education Department this 30 De
2020. :

iducation
York State
legal

es and I

n our files

cember,

Sandra Barsallo, Education Credentig
Professional Licensing Services

DATED
12/30/2020

Is Specialist 1
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" The @niversity of the State of Netw. Pork

IN THE MATTER

OF
; ORIGINAL
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER . VOTE AND ORDER
(Registered Professional Nurse) NO. 31522

Upon the application of SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER, under Calendar
No. 31522, which application is made a-part hereof, and in accordance
with the provisions of Title VIII of the Education Law, it was
VOTED ‘(May 4, 2020): That the application of SEVERINE MARIE
WHITTIER, respondent, fér a consent order be granted; and that the
Depuﬁy Com@issioner for the Professions be empowered to execute,
for and on behalf of the Board of Regents, all orders necesgary to
carfy'opt tﬁe.terms'of this. vote:
_ ; and it is
- ORDERED: That, pursuant to the  above vote of the Bgard of
Regents, séid vote and the provisions thereof are hereby adopted
and SO ORDERED, and it is further
ORDERED that this order shall take effect as-of the date of
the pe;sonal service of this order upon the respondent or five days

after mailing by certified mail.




SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER (31522)

"

JIN

'W;TNESSNWHEREOF,.L,‘Sarah S. Benson,

Deputy .. Commissioner for the
P;ofessions, for‘and on behalf of the
State Education Department and the
Board of Regents, do hereunto set my
hand, at the City of Albany, thig W yay
of May, 2020. i

n@s&_gf; Devgo—

4 SARAH S. BENSON
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
FOR THE PROFESSIONS




NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINE -
STATE BOARD FOR NURSING
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IN THE MATTER

>. of the
D13¢1pllnary Proceedlng APPLICATiON FOR
against CONSENT ORDER
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER | . eAL. NO. 31522
who is currently licensed to practice
as a reglstered professional nurse
in the State of New York.
___________________________ .............__...._____.X
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER states:
That on or about March 27,'2017, I was licensed to practlice as
" a registered professional nurse in the State of New York, |having

been issued license number 729819 by the New Yo?k.State Edu
Department. - | | | |

I am currently reglstered with the New . York State Edu
'Department to practlce as a reglstered profe551onal nurse
State of New York from-an address at 2890 Huntington Road,
Heights, Ohic 44120. My current mailing address is P.O. Box
Whitney,'Texas 76692!

That I hgve been charged with one (1) speéificati
professional misconduct, a copy of which is annexed hereto,

part hereof, and marked as Exhibit “A”.

cation

cation
in the
Shaker

2233,

on of

made a




SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER

I,'admit"guilt- to the -aforesaid one - (1) specification. of .

professional misconduct, charging me with committing unprofessional

conduct (moral unfitness in the practice of nursing).

I hereby agree-to the penalty that my license to practig

e as a

registered professional nurse in the State of New York be suspended

indefinitely until, at my‘expense, I submit a written repont from

a physician, psychologist, licensed clinical social work

nurse practitioner (psychiatric specialty) selected by me and

previously approved, in writing, by the 'New York State Edycation

Deparﬁment,'to the Director, Office of Professional Discipline,

/

New York State Education Department, 1411 Broadway - 10¢th

Floor,

New York, New  York 10018-3496, in which said physician,

psychologist, licensed - clihical . social  worker, or
practitioner (psychiatric specialty) shall verify that I am

practiCé as a registered pfofessional-nurse in the State

nurse
fit to

of New

York. Said suspension shall continue until the Director is

satisfied that I am fit to pfactice,-at which time said Dijrector

shall notify me of the termination of the suspension of my llicense

and the effective date thereof.

oY, Or




/

SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER

:I furtge}.égreé.ﬁhat;.ﬁpbn termination;of the suspensior
aforesaidilicense, I be'plaéed on probationAfdr a period of ¢
years; to coﬁmence upon my'feturn to the'praétice of nursing
Statelof New York, under the terms set forth in the exhibit =

hereto, made a part hereof, and marked as Exhibit “B”; and

shall be fined five hundred ($500) dollars, said fine to be g

pf.my.
wo (2)

in.the
nnexed -
that I

aid by

certified or bank cashier’s check, made payablelto the New York

State Education Department, to be delivered to the Director,
of Professional Discipline, 1411 Broadway—-Tenth Floor, New

New York 10018—3496, as aforesaid, within six (6) months aft

Offiqe
York,

er the

effective date of the service of the order to be issued in the

matter.

I further agree to infdrm'phe Di£ecto;, Office of_Professional '

Discipline, of my retufn to the'praé£ice of nursing in the
'bf New Yofk,.by certified mail, retuin'réceipt'reduested, add
to said Dirgptor at -the aforesaid address, at least seven (7
before my return to the practice of nursing in the State

N

York.

State
ressed
) days

of New

1 hereby make this applicatidﬁ to the Board of Regents and

request that it be granted.




SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER

I undéréténd that in the event that the Baard.of Regents [denies

the application, nothing contéined herein shall be binding upon me

or construed to be an admission of any act of misconduct alleged or

charged against me. Such application shall not be used agaipst me

in any way and shall be kept in strict confidence during the pendency

of the disciplinary proceeding, and such denial by the Board of

Régents shall be without prejudice to the continuance 9

f the

disciplinary proceeding and the final dete;mination by the Bogard of

~ Regénts pursuant to the provisioné of the Education Law.

I agree that in the event the Board of Regents gran

, application, as _set' forth herein) an " Order may be issuFd in

accordance with the same. I un&erStand that if and when the|Board

’of Regenfs grants this aéplication, thgnentire éppiication'shéll

become a matter of public fecérd; o N ‘ -
this

'No promises of any kind were made to me. I am ‘making

application of my own free will and accord and not under dmress,

compulsion, or restraint of any kind or manner.

~

Respondent

ts my .




EXHIBIT "A"

. SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER

SPECIFICATION OF PROFESSIONAL MISCONbUCT

Respondent is charged with committing»unprofessional'condﬁct

in the profeésion of nursing, within the purview and meaning |of New

York Education Law section 6509(9), in specific violation of 8§ NYCRR
29.1(b) (SA) , in that: |

Respondent,l at approxi_ma%.él? 9:06 A.M. on Q'r

abé’ut May 21, 2018, while-employed as a registered

professional nurse at Buffa;o General Medical

Center, Buffa}o,_New York, withdrew one (1) vial

Aof the contrb_lled subs‘tancé Feritahyl, c'ontaininé

.250‘ mcg for patient V.W. but ‘used it for her own

personal use.




EXHIBIT "B"
TERMS -OF éROBATION.
_SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER .
CALENDAR NO. 31522

That respondent, during-the period of probation, shall|be in
compliance with the standards of conduct prescribed by the law
governing respondent's profession; '

That respondent shall submit written notification to the New
York State Education Department, addressed to the Digector,
Office of Professional Discipline, New York State Edycation
Department, 1411 Broadway - Tenth Floor, New York, New York
10018-3496, of any employment and/or practice, resporndent's
residence, telephone number, Or mailing address, and pf any
change in respondent's employment, practice, - residence,
telephone number, or mailing address within or without the State
of New York;

That respondent shall, during the period of probation, |remain
free from substance abuse and shall be fit to practige her
profession; :

That respondent shall, within the first four (4) months |of the
probationary period, at respondent's expense, submit and
successfully complete a plan of continuing edugation,
consisting. of coursework in ethic¢s and-documentation, to [update
the knowledge and skills of respondent, said plan to halve the
prior written approval. of the New York State Education

' Department; and shall submit written proof -of such sucdessful .

completion within 30 days after the completion of the plan to
the New York State Education Department, addressed fo the
Director, Office of Professional Discipline, as aforesaid; ’

That respondent shall submit written proof from the Divigion of
Professional Licensing Services (DPLS), New York State Edycation
Department (NYSED), that respondent has paid all regisfration
fees due and owing to the NYSED and respondent shall cogperate
with and submit whatever papers are.requested by DPLS in |regard
to said registration fees, said proof from DPLS to be submitted.
by respondent to the NYSED, addressed to the Director, Office of
Professional Discipline, as aforesaid, no later than thg first
three .months of the period of probation;




'SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER
CALENDAR NO. 31522

6.. That respondent -shall submit . written proof: .to - the - NYSED,.
addressed to the Director, Office of Professional Discipline, as
aforesaid, that 1) respondent is currently registered with the
NYSED, unless respondent submits written proof that respondent
has adv1sed DPLS, NYSED, that respondent is not .engaging |in the
practice ‘of respondent's profession in the State of New Yqrk and
does not desire to register, and that 2) respondent has .p3id any
fines which may have previously been imposed upon respondent by
the Board of Regents, said proof of the above to be submitted no.
later than the first two months of the period of probation;

7. That respondent shall make quarterly visits to an emleyee of
the Office of Professional Discipline, New York State Edycation
Department, unless otherwise agreed to by said employee, for the
purpose of said employee monitoring respondent's texms of
probation to assure compliance therewith, and respondent shall
cooperate with said employee, including the submission of
information requested by said employee, regardlng the afqgresaid
monitoring; o

8. That upon receipt of evidence of noncompliance with or any other
violation of any of the aforementioned terms of probatign, the
New York State Education Department may initiate a violagion of
probation proceeding and/or such other proceedings pursyant to
the Education Law and/or Rules of the Board of Regents. ’




NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINB

STATE BOARD FOR NURSING
""-"""'""-"'"""""'""".’—""'_f"""""'_"“‘f“"“"‘-"'“x

IN THE MATTER

of the
Disciplinary Proceeding APPLICATION FOR
against CONSENT ORDER
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER | © CAL. No. 31522

who is currently licensed to practice.
as a registered professional nufse
in the State of New York.

The -undersighed agree to the above statement and to the

proposed penalty based on the terms and conditions thereof.

e 1A /@W

ATTOF{ LY ;‘323 T E Tor REQUIRE
'RESPONDENT APPEARED PRO S

Dated: o A , 2019

" Attorney for Responden

Dated: 0{ 20 , 2019 MLMLW\ QMA,QY\ (
S ‘ .. .-" Member of ﬁhe,btate Board
- for Nursing

Dated: t\/g/ , 2019 /@—’/ |
Acting Executive Director

Office of Professional Discip

The unaersigned, a member of the Board of Regents who hd
‘designated by the Chairman of the Regents Committee on Profes

Practice to review this Application  for a Consent Order

reviewed said Application and recommends' to the Board of R
that the Application be granted:

line

s been
sional
r, has
egents

Dated: ﬁ“‘ 9 , 20@@ ‘ <ﬁ, Wﬂ—/

Member, Board of Regents

ALB:djk
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Sont To
Severine Marie Whuner
Slréat and. Reujs\emi Professional Nurse 31522
p. 0. Box 2233
ity Stato; Whithey, TX 76692

PG Form 3000, April 2015 PSN 753002-000-0047 Seo Reverso for tnstructions
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IN THE MATTER
or
Severine Marie Whittier
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSE .

STATE OF NEW YORK )
. 88
COUNTY OF ALBANY )

I, Michael Kinley, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

I am over the age of twenty-one ycars and am an employee of'the New York State Education [ epérlmént. Office

ol Protessional l)1sc1plme. 80 Wolf Road - Suite 204, Albany, NY 12205 2643,

On the 15 day of May, 2020, | personally delivered 1o the Stuyvesant Plaza Post Office the l)uplicaie Original
Vote of the Board of Regénts and Order under Calendar No. 31522 and the Report of the Regénts Review Committee

or Application for Consent Order or Surrender. or Report of the designated Regent in a Summary Susp

ension procecding

as applicable. by Certitied Mail - Return Receipt Requested to the respondent herein named at P, O. Bgx 2233 Whitney,

TX 76692,

" Centified Mail Receipt No: 7019 1120 0001 4687 8898

The effective date of the Order being the 20 day of May, 2020;

Swom 10 %orc me this
ay ol

@? |

ULLU WAMM
CONNIE F. MITCHELL

tiotary Publlc, Stata of Plew Yark

No.: 0iMJ5013171

Qualified in Schoharie Coun
Cormnmissian Explres: 09/20/ 42 /

l(,ll/\L LK




Oth Board OfNUI‘SIHg ~ www.nursing.ohio.gov
17 South High Street, Suite 400 ¢ Columbus, Ohio 43215-7410 « (614) 466-3947

,f‘ oF &lu

f XTI IS,
4 A
f avZoXd

Lt

/
o
;\‘ :

I certify that the attached records are a true copy of Ohio Board of
Nursing disciplinary records.

it G e

Betsy Houchen, R.N., M.S., J.D.
Executive Director




Case # 2020-002792

:{?ﬁ;m’;’:\} "Ohio Board of NurSing ’ mvw.n'n:lwing_}s/i_iagm'
&'\?,2 ;;ﬁ} 17S. High Street, Suite 660 + Columbus, Ohio 432153466 » 614-466-3947 '
CONSENT AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER, RN, APRN-CRNA
AND
OHIO BOARD OF NURSING

This Consent Agreement is entered into by and between SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER
(“MS. WHITTIER”), RN, APRN-CRNA, and the Ohio Board of Nursing (Board), the state
agency charged with enforcing Chapter 4723. of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC), and all
administrative rules promulgated thereunder.

For purposes of this Agreement, “Consent Agreement” shall be defined as this Agreement, and the
following record attached hereto and incorporated herein:

« Notice of Opportunity for Hearing, dated September 17, 2020 (Notice).

This Consent Agreement contains the entire agreement between the parties, there being no other
agreement of any kind, verbal or otherwise, which varies the terms of this Consent Agreement.

‘BASIS FOR ACTION

This Consent Agreement is entered into on the basis of the following stipulations, admissions, and
" understandings: . _ : :

A. The Board is empowered by Section 4723.28, ORC, to deny, permanently revoke, revoke,
suspend, or place restrictions on any nursing license issued by the Board; reprimand or
otherwise discipline a licensee; or impose a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or less
per violation. Section 4723.28(B)(1), ORC, authorizes the Board to discipline a licensee
for denial, revocation, suspension, or restriction of authority to engage in a licensed
profession or practice a health care occupation, including nursing, for any reason other than
a failure to renew, in Ohio or another state or jurisdiction.

B. MS. WHITTIER is licensed to practice as a registered nurse and advanced practice
registered nurse designated as a certified nurse anesthetist in the State of Ohio, RN-391340
and APRN-CRNA-18794. MS. WHITTIER’s licenses were initially issued in May 2013
and February 2016, respectively. MS, WHITTIER’s licenses to practice as a registered
nurse and advanced practice registered nurse designated as a certified nurse anesthetist are



SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER, RN, APRN-CRNA
. Page?2

inactive as of October 31, 2019.

- C. MS, WHITTIER_ knowingly and .vol'untarily admits to the factual and legal allegations set
forthin the Notice. =~ .- - - S : oo

D. On December 30, 2020, a Settlement Conference was held with MS. WHITTIER and her
attorney. MS. WHITTIER stated:

1. On May 21, 2018, while working as a registered nurse at Buffalo General Medical
Center, Buffalo, New York, she withdrew one (1) vial of Fentanyl containing
250meg for a patient but used it for her own personal use. An Anesthesiologist
recognized that the amount she withdrew was too much for the patient and
confronted her about the transaction. She admitted that she diverted Fentanyl for
self-administration and had a plan to harm herself that day. She was taken to the
ER and subsequently admitted to detox for 9 days. Upon discharge, she went to
the Parkdale Center for Professionals in Chesterton, Indiana, and began an 8-week
inpatient program.

2. She diverted medication from her employer to deal with migraines and trouble
sleeping. She did not self-administer the medication while she was working; rather,
she took the medication home and self-administered it before going to bed.

3. She currently lives and works in Waco, Texas. She participates in the Texas Peer
Assistance Program for Nurses (TPAPN). Her sobriety date is June 2, 2018. She
began the TPAPN program in August 2018 and is expected to complete the program
in August 2021. She attends two (2) to four (4) AA meetings per week, works a
12-step program, has a sponsor, has a home group, sees a counselor every other
week, and she submits to daily call-ins and random drug testing. To date, she has
provided fifty-five (55) negative drug screen tests and is in compliance with all of .
the TPAPN’s program requirements. She has a strong support system that'includes
family, friends and other recovering professionals. She is grateful for the chance
to gain back the trust of the public and those in her profession.

4. She entered into a Participant Work Agreement with the TPAPN in February 2020.
She is approved by the TPAPN to handle narcotics. She is employed full time asa
CRNA with Mid-Texas Anesthesia, Associates (Mid-Texas). She does not intend
to return to the practice of nursing in Ohio.

E. Through her attorney, MS. WHITTIER submitted the following:

1. A copy of a letter from the Waco IOP Program Manager, Arbor Intensive
Outpatient Program, verifying MS. WHITTIER’s successful completion of The
Arbor Behavioral Healthcare’s Intensive Outpatient Program in Waco, Texas, on
November 5, 2018. The letter indicates that MS. WHITTIER’s discharge
recommendations include: Continued individual therapy, 12-step participation,
medication management with PCP, and The Arbor’s Aftercare Meeting on
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Wednesday nights, and that, as long as MS. WHITTIER follows the discharge
recommendations, she is approved to return to work within the guidelines of her.

TPAPN momtormg

. A copy of a letter from the TPAPN dated September 24, 2019 verlfymg MS

WHITTIER’s participation in the TPAPN program and her adherence to all of the
program’s requirements.

. A copy of a letter from the TPAPN dated October 28, 2020, verifying that MS.

WHITTIER is currently participating in the TPAPN program and is expected to
complete the program on August 21, 2021. The letter indicates that she has
provided fifty-five (55) negative drug screen tests, and that she is currently
employed as a nurse and the TPAPN receives positive reports from her employer.

. A copy of MS. WHITTIER’s Participation Agreement, Case No. 50449, in the

TPAPN program.

. A copy of MS. WHITTIER’s Work Agreement Addendum for Return to

Anesthesia Practice and Participant Work Agreement, signed and dated by her
employer on February 9, 2020.

AGREED CONDITIONS

Wherefore, in consideration of the foregoing and mutual promises hereinafter set forth, and in lieu
of any formal proceedings at this time, MS. WHITTIER knowingly and voluntarily agrees with
the Board to the following:

PROBATIONARY PERIOD

MS. WHITTIER’s licenses shall be suspended indefinitely. Such suspension shall be stayed
subject to the following Probationary Terms and Restrictions for a minimum period of two (2)

years.

PROBATIONARY TERMS AND RESTRICTIONS

MS. WHITTIER shall:

1.

Not work in a position that requires a license to practice as a nurse until she submits a
written request to work as a nurse and obtains written approval from the Board or its
designee. MS. WHITTIER must be in full compliance with this Consent Agreement

prior to requesting to work as a nurse.

Obey all federal, state, and local laws, and all laws and rules govering the practice of
nursing in Ohio.
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3. Appear in person for interviews with the Board’s designated representative, as requested
by the Board or its designee. ' ' ' o

. 4. Submit documentation that she has complied with the terms and conditions imposed by the
Consent Order of New York State Board of Nursing, May 20, 2020.

5. Submit proof of successful completion of the Texas Peer Assistance Program and that her
Texas licenses are current, valid, and unrestricted.

6. Submit a request to the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCII) to
conduct a criminal records check of MS. WHITTIER, including a check of Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) records, and shall request that BCH submit MS.
WHITTIER’s criminal records check to the Board. MS. WHITTIER’s completed
criminal records check, including the FBI check, must be received by the Board prior to
MS. WHITTIER requesting to work as a nurse.

Evaluations

7. Upon the request of the Board or its designee and within sixty (60) days of that
request, at MS. WHITTIER’s expense, obtain a substance use disorder evaluation by a
substance use disorder professional approved by the Board or its designee and, prior to the
evaluation, provide the substance use disorder professional with a copy of this Consent
Agreement. MS. WHITTIER shall execute releases to permit the substance use disorder
professional to obtain any information deemed appropriate and necessary for the
evaluation. The substance use disorder professional shall submit a written opinion to the
Board that includes diagnoses, recommendations for treatment and monitoring, any
additional restrictions that should be placed on MS. WHITTIER's licenses, and a
statement as to whether MS. WHITTIER is capable of practicing nursing according to
acceptable and prevailing standards of safe nursing care. .

8. If a substance use disorder evaluation is requested, provide the Board with satisfactory
documentation of compliance with all aspects of the treatment-plan developed by the
substance use disorder professional described above until released. Further, MS.
WHITTIER agrees that the Board may utilize the professional's recommendations and
conclusions from the evaluation as a basis for additional terms and restrictions on MS.
WHITTIER’s licenses and that the terms and restrictions shall be incorporated in an
addendum to this Consent Agreement.

Monitoring

9. Abstain completely from personal use or possession of drugs, except those prescribed,
administered, or dispensed to her by another so authorized by law who has full knowledge
of MS. WHITTIER’s history. MS. WHITTIER shall self-administer prescribed drugs

only in the manner prescribed.

10. Abstain completely from the use of alcohol or any products containing alcohol.
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L1.

12,

For a miiimum, continous period of ninety (90) days immediately prior to requesting
to work as a nurse and continuing throughout the probationary period, submit, at MS.
WHITTIERs expense and on the day selected, blood, breath, hair or urine specimieris for
drug and/or alcohol analysis at a collection site specified by the Board at such times as the
Board may request. Upon and after MS. WHITTIER’s initiation of drug screening,
refusal to submit such specimen, or failure to submit such specimen on the day she is
selected, or in such a manner as the Board may request, shall constitute a violation of a
restriction placed on a license for purposes of Section 4723.28(B), ORC. This screening
shall require a daily call-in process. The specimens submitted by MS. WHITTIER shall
be negative, except for substances prescribed, administered, or dispensed to her by another
so authorized by law who has received a complete copy of this Consent Agreement prior
to prescribing for MS. WHITTIER.

a. Prior to initiating drug screening:
i.  Provide a copy of this Consent Agreement to all treating practitioners;

ii.  Provide to the Board a list of all treating practitioners, including addresses
and telephone numbers; and

iii.  Cause all treating practitioners to complete a medication prescription report
for any and all substances prescribed, administered, or dispensed to MS.
WHITTIER, and submit the report directly to the Board.

b. After initiating drug screening, be under a confinuing duty to:

.i. Provide a copy of this Consent Agreement, prior to initiating treatment, to
additiona) treating practitioners; ) .

ii.  Update the list of treating practitioners with the Board within for’fy-elght
. (48) hours of being treated by another practitioner; .

ii.  Notify the Board of any and all medication(s) or prescription(s) received
within twenty-four (24) hours of release from hospitalization or medical

treatment; and

iv.  Cause all treating practitioners to complete a medication prescription report
for any and all substances prescribed, administered, or dispensed to MS.
WHITTIER and submit the report directly to the Board.

For a minimum, continous period of ninety (90) days immediately prior to requesting
to work as a nurse and continuing throughout the probationary period, attend a
minimum of one (1) meeting per week of a support or peer group meeting approved in
advance by the Board, or a Twelve Step program, and provide satisfactory documentation
of such attendance to the Board every six (6) months.
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‘ Er;zploymeni Conditions

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Upon the request of the Board or its’ designee, complete "and - submit satisfactory
documentation of completion of a nurse refresher course or an extensive orientation
approved in advance by the Board or its designee.

Notify the Board, in writing, prior to accepting employment as a nurse, each time and
with every employer. Any period during which MS, WHITTIER does not work in a
position within the State of Ohio for which a license to practice nursing is required shall
not count toward fulfilling the probationary period imposed by this Consent Agreement.

Have a continuing duty to provide a copy of this Consent Agreement to any new
employer(s) prior to accepting employment as a nurse.

Have employer(s), if working in a position where a license to practice nursing is required,
submit written reports regarding job performance on a quarterly basis beginning within
thirty (30) days of working in a position as a nurse.

Have employer(s) send documentation to the Board, along with the first employer report,
of receipt of a copy of this Consent Agreement, including the date this Consent Agreement

was received.

Reporting Requirements for Probationary Period

18.

19.

-20.

21.

22,

Report to the Board, in writing, any violation of this Consent Agreement within thirty (30)
days of the occurrence of the violation.

Sign release of information forms allowmg health professionals-and other orgamzatlons to
submit the requested documentation directly to the Board. :

Submit any and all'information that the Board may. request regarding MS. WHITTIER’s
ability to practice nursing according to acceptable and prevailing standards of safe nursing

care.

Not submit or cause to be submitted any false, misleading, or deceptive statements,
information, or documentation to the Board or to employers or potential employers.

Submit the reports and documentation required by this Consent Agreement on forms
specified by the Board. All reporting and communications required by this Consent
Agreement shall be sent by email to: monitoring@nursing.ohio.gov or by mail to:

Compliance Unit
Ohio Board of Nursing
17 South High Street, Suite 660
Columbus, OH 43215-3466
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23. Verify that the reports and documentation required by this Consent Agreement are received
_in the Board office. ‘
24. Inform the Board within five (5) business days, in writing, of any change in employment '
status or of any change in residential or home address or telephone number.
LICENSE RESTRICTIONS

In addition to Probationary Terms and Restrictions, MS. WHITTIER’s licenses are subject
to the following License Restrictions:

Temporary Practice Restrictions

Unless otherwise approved in advance, in writing, by the Board or its designee, MS.
WHITTIER shall not practice nursing as a registered nurse or an advanced practice registered
nurse designated as a certified nurse anesthetist (1) in a patient’s residence; (2) for staffing agencies
or pools; (3) for an individual or group of individuals who directly engage MS. WHITT 1ER to
provide nursing services for fees, compensation, or other consideration or who engage MS.
WHITTIER as a volunteer; or (4) as an independent contractor or for locum tenens assignments.

Unless otherwise approved in advance, in writing, by the Board or its designee, MS.
WHITTIER shall not function in a position or employment where the job duties or requirements
involve management of nursing and nursing responsibilities, or supervising and evaluating nursing
practice. Such positions include, but are not limited to, the following: Director of Nursing,
Assistant Director of Nursing, Nurse Manager, Vice President of Nursing.

FAILURE TO COMPL

MS. WHITTIER agrees that her licenses to practice nursing as a registered nurse and advanced
practice registered nurse designated as a certified nurse anesthetist will be automatically‘suspended
if it appears to the Board that MS. WHITTIER has violated or breached any terms or conditions
of this Consent Agreement. Following the automatic suspension, the Board shall notify MS.
WHITTIER via certified mail of the specific nature of the charges and automatic suspension of
MS. WHITTIER®s licenses. MS. WHITTIER may request a hearing regarding the charges.

The above described terms and conditions shall constitute “restrictions placed on a license” for
purposes of Section 4723.28(B), ORC. If, in the discretion of the Board, MS. WHITTIER
appears to have violated or breached any terms or restrictions of this Consent Agreement, the
Board reserves the right to institute formal disciplinary proceedings for any and all possible
violations or breaches, including, but not limited to, alleged violations of the laws of Ohio
occurring before the effective date of this Consent Agreement.
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| DURATION/VIODiFICAT ION OF TERMS

The terms and restrittions of this Consent Agreement may be modified or termmated in wrltmg,
" “at any time upon the agreement of boti MS, WHITTIER and the.Board. -

The Board may only alter the probationary period imposed by this Consent Agreement if: (1) the
Board determines that MS. WHITTIER has complied with all aspects of this Consent Agreement;
and (2) the Board determines that MS. WHITTIER is able to practice nursing according to
acceptable and prevailing standards of safe nursing care without Board monitoring, based upon an
interview with MS. WHITTIER and review of the reports as required herein,

As indicated above under Employment Conditions, any period during which MS. WHITTIER
does not work in a position within the State of Ohio for which a license to practice nursing is
required shall not count toward fulfilling the probationary period imposed by this Consent
Agreement.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS/LIABILITY RELEASE

MS. WHITTIER acknowledges that she has had an opportunity to ask questions concerning the
terms of this Consent Agreement and that all questions asked have been answered in a satisfactory

manfer.

MS. WHITTIER waives all of her rights under Chapter 119, ORC, as they relate to matters that
are the subject of this Consent Agreement.

MS. WHITTIER acknowledges that her license status listed on the Board’s web-based
verification site will not be accessible to the general public, including potential employers, until
MS. WHITTIER is notified that written approval has been given by the Board or its designee that
MS. WHITTIER is authorized to work in a position that requires a license to practice as a nurse.
Any inquiries regarding MS. WHITTIER’s status prior to the time MS. WHITTIER is
authorized to work as a nurse will be addressed by telephone or in person by Board stafT.

MS. WHITTIER wa§ves any and all claims or causés of action she may have agéinst the Boar.d,
and its members, officers, employees and/or agents arising out of matters, which are the subject of

this Consent Agreement.

This Consent Agreement shall be considered a public record as that term is used in Section 149.43,
ORC. The information contained herein shall be reported to data banks and governmental bodies.

This Consent Agreement is not an adjudication order as discussed in Chapter 119, ORC. Any
action initiated by the Board based on alleged violations of this Consent Agreement shall comply
with the Administrative Procedures Act, Chapter 119, ORC.
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EFFECTIVE DATE

o MS. WHITTIFR understands that. thxs Consent Agreement {s subject to ranf' cation by the Board
prior to signature by the Board President and shall become effective upon the last date of signature
belaw.

[ G202 |
SE ﬁWWNCMA /il / / Q \
JAMES MCGOVERN, e DATE
Attorney for SEVERINE MARIE WH IT‘TIER
M- {resi, i pe) 2%\
LAURALEE KRABILL, MBA, RN DATE

President, Ohio Board of Nursing



Case #2020 002792

Oth Board of NuI‘Slng ' WWW.INESING. 0di0.gov
17 S. High Street, Suite 660 « Co]umbus ‘Ohio 43215 3466 » 614 466-3947

September 17, 2020°
NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING

Severine Marie Whittier, R.N., APRN-CRNA
2890 Huntington Road
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120

And

P.O. Box 2233
Whitney, Texas 76692

Dear Ms. Whittier:

In accordance with Chapter 119, Ohio Revised Code (ORC), you are hereby notified that the
Ohio Board of Nursing (Board) proposes under authority of Section 4723.28, ORC, to deny or
permanently deny reinstatement of your licenses to practice as a registered nurse and as an
advanced practice registered nurse designated as a certified registered nurse anesthetist; revoke,
permanently revoke, suspend or place restrictions on your licenses to practice as a registered
nurse and as an advanced practice registered nurse designated as a certified registered nurse
anesthetist; reprimand or otherwise discipline you; or impose a fine of not more than five
hundred dollars ($500.00) per violation for the following reasons:

1. Effective on or about May 20, 2020, the New York State Board of Nursing
issued a Consent Order (New York 2020 Order) indefinitely suspending your
New York registered professional nurse license. A certified copy of the New
York 2020 Order is attached hereto and incorporated herein.

Section 4723.28(B)(1), ORC; authorizes the Board to discipline a licensee for denial, revocation,
suspension, or restriction of authority to engage in a licensed profession or practice a health care
occupation, including nursing, for any reason other than a failure to renew, in Ohio or another
state or jurisdiction.

Accordingly, the Board is authorized to impose one or more of the sanctions as cited in Section
472328, ORC.

In accordance with Chapter 119, ORC, you are hereby informed that you are entitled to a hearing
on this matter. If you wish to request such hearing, the request must be made in writing and
must be received in the Board office within thirty (30) days of the time of mailing this notice.

You are hereby further informed that, if you timely request a hearing, you are entitled to appear
at such hearing in person, by your attorney, or by such other representative as is permitted to
practice before the Board, or you may present your position, arguments, or contentions in
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writing. At the hearing you may also present evidence and examine witnesses appearing for and
aoain'st you : :

- -Should you choose to requcst a hearing, please mail or dehver the request in addition-to any -
other correspondence regarding this matter, to: Hearing Requests/Compliance Unit, Ohio’
Board of Nursing, 17 South High Street, Suite 660, Columbus, OH 43215-3466, or to the

email address, hearing@nursing.ohio.gov.

If the Board fails to receive a request for a hearing within thirty (30) days of the time of mailing
of this notice, the Board may, in your absence and upon consideration of the factual and legal
allegations set forth in this Notice of Opportunity for Hearing, deny or permanently deny
reinstatment of your licenses to practice as a registered nurse and as an advanced practice
registered nurse designated as a certified registered nurse anesthetist; revoke, permanently
revoke, suspend or place restrictions on your licenses to practice as a registered nurse and as an
advance practice registered nurse designated as a certified registered nurse anesthetist; reprimand
or otherwise discipline you; or impose a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per
violation.

Sincerely,

,QM@ G Mmé_, AR RN

Patricia A. Sharpnack, D.N.P.,R.N.
Supervising Member

Certified Mail Receipt No. 7019 2280 0000 6457 6485
2 Address Certified Mail Receipt No. 7019 2280 0000 6457 6492 -

cc: James T. Wakley, Principal Assistant Attorney General
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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT { THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK  ALBANY, NY. 12234

- OFFICE OF THE PROFESSIONS. .
0IVISION OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSING SERVICES
Pulltic information Unit L .
Tol. {516) §74-3817 EXT: 330
Fa1 [518) 4730578
E-meil: OPLSBSURNYSED.GOV

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS:
COUNTY OF ALBANY)

In accordance with the Civil Practice Law and Rules Article 45, I, Stephen Dombush, Office
Assistant 3 in the Division of Professional Licensing Services of the New York State Education
Department, have caused this certificate to be prepared. I certify that I have legal custody of the
official original records of the Division of Professional Licensing Services and I attest that the
attached are true, complete and correct copies of the original documents in our files relating to the
Regents action against SEVERINE WHITTIER, LIC. NO. 729819,

Witness my hand and the seal of the New York State Education Department this 20 July, 2020,

oo,

2

Stgphen Dornbush, Office Assistant 3
" Professional Licensing Services

s

s

DATED
07/20/2020
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e State of Petw Bork

The Bniversgity of th

IN THE MATTER

or
ORIGINAL
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER VOTE AND ORDER
{Registered Professional Nurse) NO., 31522

Upon the application of SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER, under Calendar
No. 31522, which application is made a part hereot, and in accordance
with the provisions of Title VIII of the Education Law, it was

VOTED (May 4, 2020): That the application of SZVERINE MARIE
WHITTIER, ;espohdént, for a consent order be granted; and that the
Deputy Commissicner for the Professions be empowered to execute,
for and on behalf of Lhe Board of Regents, all orders necessary to
carry out the terms of this vecte;

] and it is

ORDERED: That, pursuant to ﬁhe'abéﬁe vote of the Board of
Regents, said vote.and the provisions thereof are hereby adopted
. and SO ORDERED, and it s furfher

ORDERED that this order shall take effect as of the date of
the personal service of this order upon the respondent or {ive days

after mailing by certified mail.



SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER (31522)

IN

n

WITNESS WQEREOK! I, Sarah S$. Benson,
Deputy . Commissioner for the
Professions, for and on behalf of the
State FEducation Department and the
Board of Regents, do hereunto set my
hand, at the City of ARlbany, thislkuléay
of May, 2C20. )

‘ SARAH S, BENSON
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
FOR THE PROFESSIONS



VOTE AND ORDER

SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER

1

CALENDAR NO. 31522



NEW .YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF ‘PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINE
STATE BORRD FOR NURSING

IN THE MATTER

of. the

Disciplinary Proceeding : APPLICATION FOR
: against CONSENT ORDER

SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER CAL, NO. 31522

who is currently licensed to péactice
as a registered professional nurse
in the State of New York.

SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER states:

That~on or about March 27, 2017, I was licensed to practice as
- a régistereaAprofessional nurse in the State of New York; haviﬁg
been issued license number 729819 by the New York State Education
Department. N

I am curreﬁtly registered with the Ngw;York State Edqcation
Department to pract;ce as a regiéterea.professional nurse in the
Statg'cf.New Yérk from an address at 2850 ﬁuntington.Road, Shaker
Heights, Ghio 44120. My current mailing address is P.O. Box 2233,
Whitney, Texas 76692, '

That I _have been charged with one (1) specification 'of
preofessional misconduct, a copy of which is asnnexed hereto, made a

part hereof, and marked as Exhibit “A",
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I admit guilt to the aforesaid one (1) specification of
professional misconduct, charging me with committing unprofessional
conduct (moral unfitness in the practice of nursing).

I hézeby agree-to the penalty that my license to practice as a
registered professional nurse in the State of New York be suspended
indefinitely until, at my expense, I submit a written report from
a physician, psychologist, licensed clinical social worker, or
nurse practitioner (psychiatric specialty) selected by me and
previously approved, in writing, by the New York State Education
Department, to the Director, Office of Professional Discipline,
Rew York State Education Department, 1411 ﬁroadway ~"10th Floor,
New York, New York 10018-3496, in which said physician,
psychologist, licensed tlinical sogial worker, or nurse

‘p;actitibner {psychiatric specialty) shall verify that I am fit to

practice as a registered professional nurse in the State of New

York. Said suspension shall continue until the Director is
satisfied that I am fit to practice, at which time said Director
shall notify me of the termination of the suspension of my license

and the effective date thereof.
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I further agree £hat, upon termination of the suspension of my
aforesaid license, I be plaéed on probation for a periocd of two (2)
years, to commence upon my.return to the practice of nursing in the
State‘of New York, under the terms set forth in the exhibit annexed
hereto, made a part hereof, and marked as Exhibit “B”; and that I
shall be fined five hundred ($500) dollars, said fine to be paid by
certified or bank cashier’"s check, made payable to the New York
State Education Department, to be delivéred to the Director, Office
of Professional Discipline, 1411 Broadway--Tenth Floor, New York,
New York 10018-34956, és aforesaid, within six (6) months after the
-effective date of t£e service of the order to be issued in the
matter. '

X furgher agree to inform the Director, Office of Professional
DiscipYine, of my return to the practice of nursing in the State
of New'Yorg, by certified mailf r;turn'reéeipt requestedrﬂéddréssed
to said Director at:the.aforesaid address, at least seven (7)-days
before my return to the.practice of nursing in the State.of N;w
York, ~

1 hereby make this application to the Board of Regents and

request that it be granted.
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I understand that in the event that the Board of Regents denies
the application, nothing contained herein shall be binding upon me
or cogstrued to be an admission of any act of misconduct alleged or
Acharged against me. Such applicatiorn’ shall not be used againsi me
in any way and shall be kept in strict confidence during the pendency
of the di§ciplinary proceeding, and such denial by the Board of
Regents shall be without prejudice .to the continuance of ithe
disciplinary proceeding and the final determination by the Board of
Regénts pursuant to the provision§ of the Education Law.
I agree that iﬁ the event the Board of Regents dgrants my

application, as set forth herein, an Order may be issued in

accordance with the same. I understand that if and when the Board

of Regents grants this application, the entire application shall

become a matter of public retord.
No promises of any kind were made to me. I ‘am making this
‘application of my own free will and accord and not under duress,

compulsion, or restraint of any kind or manner.

~

Respondent

EN




' EXHIBIT "A"
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER

SPECIFICATION OF PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT

Respondent is charged with commitiing unprofessional conduct
in the profession of nursing, within the purview and meaning of New
York Education Law section 6509(9), in specific violation of 8 NYCRR
29.1(b) {5), in that:

Respondent, at approximately 9:06 A.M. on or
abéut May 21, 2018, while'employed as a registered
professional nurse at Buffalo General Medical
Center, Buffalo, New York, withdrew one (1) wvial

.ci the controlled substance Fentanyl, containing

250 mcg for patient V.W. but used it for her own

personal use,
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ﬁxamm ".B"
TERMS OF PROBATION -
SEVERINE MARIE WHITTIER
CALENDAR NO. 31522

That- respondent, during the period of probation, shall be in
compliance with the standards of conduct prescribed by the law
governing respondent's profession;

That respondent shall submit written notification to the New
York State Education Department, addressed to the Director,
Office of Professional Discipline, New York State Education
Department, 1411 Broadway - Tenth Floor, New York, .New York
10018-3496, of any employment and/or practice, respondent's
residence, telephone number, or mailing address, and of any
change in respondent's employment, practice, residence,
telephone numbeyx, or mailing address within or without the State
of New York;

That respondent shall, during the period of probation, remain
free from substance abuse and shall be fit to practice heér
profession; ; .

That respondent shall, within the first four (4) months of the
probationary period, at respondent's expense, submit and
successfully complete a plan c¢f continuing education,
consisting of coursework in ethics and documentation, to update
the knowledge and skills of respondent, said plan to have the
prior written approval of the New York. State Education
Department; and shall submit written proof of such successful
completion within 30 days after the completion of the plan to
the  New York State Education Department, addressed to the
Ditrector, Office of Professional Discipline, as aforesaid;

That respondent shall submit written proof from the Division of
Professional Licensing Services (DPLS),.New York State Education
Department (NYSED), that respondent has paid all registration
fees due and owing to the NYSED and respcndent shall cooperate
with and submit whatever papers are requested by -DPLS in regard
o said registration fees, said proof from DPLS to be submitted
by respondent to the NYSED, addressed to the Director, Office of
Professioral Discipline, as  aforesaid, no later than the first
three months of the period of probation;
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6. That raspondent shall submit written proof to the NYSED,
addressed to the Director, Office of Professional Discipline, as
aforesaid, that 1) respondent is currently registered with the
NYSED, unless respondent submits written proof that respondent
has advised DPLS, NYSED, that respondent is not engaging in the
"practice of respondent's profession in the State of New York and
does not desire to register, and that 2} respondent has paid any
fines which may have previcusly been imposed upon respondent by
the Board of Regents, said proof of the above to be submitted no
later than the first two months of the pericd of probation;

7. That respondent shall make quarterly visits to an employee of
the Office of Préofessional Discipline, New York State Education
Department, unless otherwise agreed to by said employee, for the
purpose of said employee monitoring respondent's terms of
probation to assure compliance therewith, and respondent shall
cooperate with said employee, including the submission of
information requested by said employee, regarding the aforesaid
monitering; )

8. That upon receipt of evidence of noncompliance with or any other
viclation of any of the aforementioned terms of probation, the
New York State Education Department may initiate a violation of
probation proceeding and/or such other proceedings pursuant to
the Edpcation Law and/or Rules of the Board of Regents.
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vwho is currently licensed to .practice
as a registered professional nurse
in the State of New York.

The undersigned agree o the above statement and to the
proposed penalty based on the terms and conditions thereof.

Da;ted: 4/[61 | , 2019 /@W

FTORYEY SR SRESi0T REQURED:
RESPONTENT PPEARED PRO SE.

Attorney (for Respondent

Dateqf. q 60 - ;2019 -\ Q/A;Az @ﬂ Gﬂn?

Dated: : , 2019

Member of Yhe State Board
for Nursing

' batea: “/;{L , 2019 /@//

Acting Executive Director
Office of Professional Discipline

The undersigned, a member cf the Board of Regents who has been
designated by the Chairman of the Regents Committee on Professional
Practice to review this Application for a Consent Order, has
reviewed said Application and recommends to the Board of Regents
that the Application be granted. :

Dated: ﬁw @ , 203D <} Cé//{m"

Hember, Board of Regents

ALB:djk
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IN THE MATTER
or
Severine Marie Whittier

REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSE

COLNTY OF ALBANY )

L Michael Kinley. being duly sworn, deposes and says:

{ i over the age of twenty-coc yoars and am an employece of the New York State Education Department, Oflice
Lol l’rol;ssmnal [Xscipline. 80 WoH Road - Sum ’Ofl Albany, NY ]7203-"64)

On the 15 day of May. 2020. | personally delivered 1o the Stuyvcsan{ Plaza Post Otfice (he Duplicate Onginal
Vo ol the Board of Regents and.Order under Calendar No. 31522 and the Report of the Regents Review Commitice
of Application for Consent Order or Surrender. or Report of the designated Regent in a Summary Suspension procesting
wsapplicable, by Centified Mail - Return Reccipt Requested (o the respondent herein named at P. O, Box 2233 Whiney,
I'X 76692,

Cenificd Mail Receipt No: 7019 1120 0001 4687 8898
The effective date of the Order being the 20 day of May. 2020,

Swanty to before me this
/A Py of May. 2020

\/;’(Wu ‘LQ_/ - V\N\JLJLLQ_L

CONNIE F. MITCHELL
totzry Putlic, Gtate of Plow York
Ne.: GALMIS0A5371

Quutified in Schoharle County
Cornmssion Explres: 03/"0/_477/




AGENDA #4.07.044
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e MARCH 17-18, 2021 CONSENT AGREEMENT

« SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING



