BEFORE THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

ok 2k 3k ok s ok ok s sk sk st sk sk sk ske sk sk sk stk stk o ok ok ok ok ok sk stk skok ok ok sk ook ok ok ok sk kck ok

In the Matter of § AGREED
Vocational Nurse License Number 307898 §
issued to LEAH CHANTE WINTERS § ORDER
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On this day the Texas Board of Nursihg, hereinafter referred to as the Boaiu,
considered the matter of LEAH CHANTE WINTERS, Vocational Nurse License Number 307898,
hereinafter referred to as Respondent.

Informationreceived by the Board produced evidence that Respondent may be subject
to discipline pursuant to Section 301.452(b)(8),(10)&(13), Texas Occupations Code. Respondent
waived notice and hearing and agreed to the entry of this Order approved by Katherine A. Thomas,

MN, RN, FAAN, Executive Director, on July 10, 2018.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Prior to the institution of Agency proceedings, notice of the matters specified below in these
Findings of Fact was served on Respondent and Respondent was given an opportunity to
show compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license(s).

2. Respondent waived notice and hearing, and agreed to the entry of this Order.

3. Respondent's license to practice as a vocational nurse in the State of Texas is in current
status.

4. Respondent received a Certificate in Vocational Nursing from Gulf Coast Community

College, Gautier, Mississippi, on July 29, 2004. Respondent was licensed to practice
vocational nursing in the State of Texas on June 28, 2012.

5. Respondent's nursing employment history includes:

06/12 - 02/13 Unknown
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Respondent's nursing'employment history continued:

02/13 - 10/14 LVN Transition Home Health
Houston, Texas
08/14 - 04/15 LVN Total Home Health
Houston, Texas
03/15 - 06/16 ADON Wharton Nursing and Rehabilitation
Wharton, Texas
06/16 - 05/17 LVN Deaconess Home Health
Gulfport, MS
07/16 - 02/17 LVN Plaza Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Pascagoula, MS
03/17 - 08/17 LVN Riverchase Village
Gautier, MS
10/17 - Present LVN Driftwood Nursing Home
Gulfport, MS

On or about June 19,2012, Respondent was issued an Agreed Eligibility Order by the Texas
Board of Nursing. Respondent successfully completed the terms of the Eligibility Order on
July 3, 2013. A copy of the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order dated June 19,
2012, is attached and incorporated, by reference, as part of this Order.

At the time of the incident, Respondent was employed as a Staff Nurse with River Chase
Village, Gautier, Mississippi, and had been in that position for five (5) months.

On or about August 30, 2017, while employed as a Staff Nurse with River Chase Village,
Gautier, Mississippi, Respondent failed to follow the facility's policy and procedures for
wastage of unused portions of medications. A clear cup with twenty (20) unlabeled and non-
distributed pills, in which residents were actively taking, was found in the medication cart
by the oncoming nurse. Subsequently, vital signs and physical assessments were performed
on all residents to ensure safety. Respondent's conduct left medications unaccounted for, was
likely to deceive the facility.

On or about July 24, 2018, Respondent was issued a Final Order of the Board by the State
of Mississippi Board of Nursing, Ridgeland, Mississippi. A copy of the State of Mississippi
Board of Nursing Order, dated July 24, 2018, is attached and incorporated, by reference, as
part of this pleading.
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10.

1.

12.

Inresponse to Findings of Fact Number Eight (8) through Nine (9), Respondent states every
morning there are three patients whom all nursing staff leave about 3 to 5 meds per patient
in a medicine cup. Respondent states these three patients are alert and oriented x4.
Respondent states these ladies refuse to wake up and take their meds at 630 in the morning.
Respondent states the night shift nurse which is only 1 nurse must pass meds to all 64
residents. Respondent states you have to chart on all medicare patients, along with infections,
and incidents, and obtain vitals for all medicare patients. Respondent states due to this all
med nurses must start passing meds at Sam. Respondent states the shift ends at 7am,
therefore, all nurses in the facility sit the medications next to the bed side table and allow
these three patients whom are very aware of life situations. Respondent states on that
particular morning a patient fell on her shift, she forgot to go back and remind the patients
to take their meds. Respondent states to please forgive her for her actions. Respondent states
she knows that was not the right thing to do, but in crunch time, sometimes you have to do
what you have to do. Respondent states she does not make leaving medications at the bedside
a habit.

Formal Charges were filed on April 24, 2018.

Formal Charges were mailed to Respondent on April 25, 2018.

- CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301.451-301.555 , the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter.

Notice was served in accordance with law.

The evidence received is sufficient to prove violation(s) of 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE
§217.11(1)(A)&(1)(B) and 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §217.12(1)(A),(1)(B),(4),(10)(C)&(11)(B).

The evidence received is sufficient cause pursuant to Section 301.452(b)(8),(10)&(13), Texas
Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action against Vocational Nurse License Number
307898, heretofore issued to LEAH CHANTE WINTERS.

Pursuant to Section 301.463(d), Texas Occupations Code, this Agreed Order is a settlement
agreement under Rule 408, Texas Rules of Evidence, in civil or criminal litigation.
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TERMS OF ORDER

L SANCTION AND APPLICABILITY .
ITISTHEREFORE AGREED and ORDERED that RESPONDENT SHALL receive
the sanction of WARNING WITH STIPULATIONS in accordance with the terms of this Order.

A. This Order SHALL apply to any and all future licenses issued to Respondent
to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

B. This Order SHALL be applicable to Respondent's nurse licensure compact
privileges, if any, to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

C. As a result of this Order, Respondent's license(s) will be designated "single
state" and Respondent may not work outside the State of Texas in another
nurse licensure compact party state.

IL. COMPLIANCE WITH LAW

While under the terms of this Order, RESPONDENT agrees to comply in all respects
with the Nursing Practice Act, Texas Occupations Code, §§301.001 er seq., the Rules and
Regulations Relating to Nurse Education, Licensure and Practice, 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §§211.1

et seq., and this Order.

111. UNDERSTANDING BOARD ORDERS

Within thirty (30) days of entry of this Order, RESPONDENT must successfully
complete the Board's online course, "Understanding Board Orders," which can be accessed on the
Board's website from the "Discipline & Complaints" drop-down menu or directly at:

htip://www.bon.texas. gov/UnderstandingBoardOrders/index.asp. Upon successful completion,

RESPONDENT must submit the course verification at the conclusion of the course, which

automatically transmits the verification to the Board.
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IV. REMEDIAL EDUCATION COURSE(S)
In addition to any continuing education requirements the Board may require for
licensure renewal, RESPONDENT SHALL successfully complete the following remedial education

course(s) within one (1) year of the effective date of this Order, unless otherwise specifically

indicated:

A. A Board-approved course in Texas nursing jurisprudence and ethics that
shall be a minimum of six (6) hours in length. The course's content shall
include the Nursing Practice Act, standards of practice, documentation of
care, principles of nursing ethics, confidentiality, professional boundaries,
and the Board's Disciplinary Sanction Policies regarding: Sexual Misconduct;
Fraud, Theft and Deception; Nurses with Substance Abuse, Misuse,
Substance Dependency, or other Substance Use Disorder; and Lying and
Falsification. Courses focusing on malpractice issues will not be accepted.
Home study courses and video programs will not be approved.

B. A Board-approved course in medication administration with a didactic
portion of not less than six (6) hours and a clinical component of not less than
twenty-four (24) hours. Both the didactic and clinical components must be
provided by the same Registered Nurse. The course's content shall include:
a review of proper administration procedures for all standard routes;
computation of drug dosages; the six (6) rights of medication administration;
factors influencing the choice of route; and possible adverse effects resulting
from improper administration. The clinical component SHALL focus on
tasks of medication administration only. The course description shall indicate
goals and objectives for the course, resources to be utilized, and the methods
to be used to determine successful completion of the course. Successful
completion of this course requires RESPONDENT to successfully complete
both the didactic and clinical portions of the course.

C. The course “Sharpening Critical Thinking SKkills,” a 3.6 contact hour
online program provided by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing
(NCSBN) Learning Extension.

In order to receive credit for completion of this/these course(s), RESPONDENT
SHALL CAUSE the instructor to submit a Verification of Course Completion form
or SHALL submit the continuing education certificate, as applicable, to the attention
of Monitoring at the Board's office. RESPONDENT SHALL first obtain Board
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approval of any course prior to enrollment if the course is not being offered by a pre-
approved provider. Information about Board-approved courses and Verification of
Course Completion forms are available from the Board at
www.bon.texas.gov/compliance.

V. EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS

In order to complete the terms of this Order, RESPONDENT must work as a nurse

in the State of Texas, providing direct patient;care in a clinical healthcare setting, for a minimum of

sixty-four (64) hours per month for four (4) quarterly periods [one (1) year]| of employment. This

requirement will not be satisfied until four (4) quarterly periods of employment as a nurse have

elapsed. Periods of unemployment or of employment that do not require the use of a registered nurse

(RN) or a vocational nurse (LVN) license, as appropriate, will not apply to this period and will not

count towards completion of this requirement.

A.

307898:196

Notifying Present and Future Employers: RESPONDENT SHALL notify
each present employer in nursing and present each with a complete copy of
this Order, including all attachments, if any, within five (5) days of receipt of
this Order. While under the terms of this Order, RESPONDENT SHALL
notify all future employers in nursing and present each with a complete copy
of this Order, including all attachments, if any, prior to accepting an offer of
employment.

Notification of Employment Forms: RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE each
present employer in nursing to submit the Board's "Notification of
Employment" form to the Board's office within ten (10) days of receipt of this
Order. RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE each future employer to submit the
Board's "Notification of Employment form" to the Board's office within five
(5) days of employment as a nurse.

Indirect Supervision: RESPONDENT SHALL be supervised by a
Registered Nurse, if licensed as a Registered Nurse, or by a Licensed
Vocational Nurse or a Registered Nurse, if licensed as a Licensed Vocational
Nurse, who is on the premises. The supervising nurse is not required to be
on the same unit or ward as RESPONDENT, but should be on the facility
grounds and readily available to provide assistance and intervention if
necessary. The supervising nurse shall have a minimum of two (2) years
experience in the same or similar practice setting to which the Respondent is
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currently working. RESPONDENT SHALL work only regularly assigned,
identified and predetermined unit(s). RESPONDENT SHALL NOT be
employed by a nurse registry, temporary nurse employment agency, hospice,
or home health agency. RESPONDENT SHALL NOT be self-employed or
contract for services. Multiple employers are prohibited.

D. Nursing Performance Evaluations: RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE each
employer to submit, on forms provided to the Respondent by the Board,
periodic reports as to RESPONDENT'S capability to practice nursing. These
reports shall be completed by the individual who supervises the
RESPONDENT and these reports shall be submitted by the supervising
individual to the office of the Board at the end of each three (3) month
quarterly period for four (4) quarters [one (1) year] of employment as a nurse.

VI. RESTORATION OF UNENCUMBERED LICENSE(S)

Upon full compliance with the terms of this Order, all encumbrances will be removed
from RESPONDENT'S license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas and, subject to meeting
all existing eligibility requirements in Texas Occupations Code Chapter 304, Article 111,
RESPONDENT may be eligible for nurse licensure compact privileges, if any.

BALANCE OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.

307898:196 -7- clo



Iunderstand that I have the right to legal counsel prior to signing this Agreed Order.,
I waive representation by counsel. I have reviewed this Order. I neither admit nor deny the
violation(s) alleged herein. By my signap.xreon this Order, I agree to the entry of this Order, and any
conditions of‘ said Order, to évoid further disciplinary action in this matter. I waive judicial review
of this Order. Iunderstand that when this Order becomes final and the terms of this Order become
effective, a copy will be mailed to me. I understand that if I fail to comply with all terms and
conditions of this Order, I will be subject to investigation and disciplinary sanction, ‘including

possible revocation of my license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas, as a consequence of

my noncompliance.

H CHANTE WINTERS, Respondent

~
Sworn to and subscribed before me this (’ day of _ P>

seSeRsa
.

........
.
B

-o::"e |D #114489 e

} \WILLIAM DAVID REGISTER ©

. .
. .
________

307898:196 -8- Ci0



WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Texas Board of Nursing does

hereby ratify and adopt the Agreed Order that was signed on the 6" day of September, 20_18, by

LEAH CHANTE WINTERS, Vocational Nurse License Number 307898, and said Order is final.

Effective this 25" day of October, 20 18.

Fttvume (e errman)

Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN
Executive Director on behalf
of said Board
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" BEFORE THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

***************#*********ik*****V***t*#***t***#**, A

I_h ihe Matter of - ‘ o | § ' AGREED
' LEAH CHANTE WINTERS, = . o .
PETITIONER for Eligibility for Licensure - § - - ELIGIBILITY ORDER

On this day, the “bi"exas'_Boar_d.' of Nu_fsin’g, héfeinaﬁér’ referred to as the Board,

conéide:ed'the Endorsement A_pplicatio’n, which has been proééss'éd asa Petition for Declaratory

Order pufsuantto 22 TEX. ADMIN CODE §217.5(e) an'd'-§'213.30,’and supporting documents filed by |

LEAH CHANTE WINTERS hcremaﬁer referred toas PETITIONER together w1th any documcnts
- and mformatxon gathered by staff and Petmoner s Cemﬁcatlon contamed herein. .

Informatlon I‘CCCIVCd by the Board produced evidence that PETITIONER rhay be

| ineligible for licensure pursuant to Secu'ons 301 .4_52(b) (2),(8)&(1 0) and 301.453, Texas Occupations -

Code.

PETITIONER waived representation by cotnsel, notice and hearifig, and .agreed"tb

‘the entry of this- Ordér offered on April 13, 2012, by Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN,

Executive Director.

FIND]NGS OF FACT

1. OnoraboutMay19, 2011, PETITIONER subrmttedanEndorsementApphcatlonrcquestlng A 3
“a determination of eligibility for licensure in compliance with Sections 301.252, 301.257, -
and 301.260, Texas Occupations' Code, and the Board's Rules at 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE_

§217.5(¢) and §213.30.

2. PETITIONER waived representatmn by counscl informal procccdmgs notice and hearing,

and consented to the entry of this Order

3. PETITIONER received a Certificate in Vocational Nursmg from Gulf Coast Commumty
College, Jackson County, Gautier, M1531551pp1 on June 1, 2003.

LEAH CHANTE WINTERS:238 . Pagc 1of7
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10.
I1.
12.
13.

14,

PETITIONER completed the Endorsement Apphcatron and answered "No" to the question
which reads as follows: "Has any ltcenszng authority refused to issue you a license or ever

-revoked, annulled, cancelled, accepted surrender of, suspended, placed on probatzon
refused to renew a professxonal license, certificate or multi-state privilege held by you riow

or prevzously, or ever fined, censured repnmanded or otherw:se dzsczplmed you?"

On or about June 10 2008 PETITIONER was issued an Agreed Order. by the MlSSlSSlppl'
-Board of Nursing,. Jacksonville, MlSSlSSlppl, that required PETITIONER to complete a

Documentation Course. A copy of the Agreed Order, dated June 104 2008 18 attached and
mcorporated by reference as part of this Order.

" Onorabout June 12,2011; PETITIONERs license to practtce vocatlonal nursing in the State -

of Mrs31531pp1 was 1ssued a Formal Reprimand by the Mississippi Board of Nursing,

Jacksonville, Mississippi. A copy of the Formal Repnmand, dated June 12,2011, is attached

and incorporated, by reference, as part of thig:Order. .

On July 5,2011, PETITIONER satisﬁed all’terms and conditions as set forth in the Agreed
Order issued on June 10, 2008, by the Mississippi Board of Nursing ’

After considering the action taken by the Mississippi Board of Nursmg, along with
PETITIONER'S subsequent conduct, the Executive Director is satisfied that PETITIONER .
should be.ablé to meet the requiremerits of the Nursmg Practice Act, the Board's Rules and

‘Regulations, and generally accepted standards of nursing practxoe

PETITIONER has sworn that, with the exceptron of matters dlsclosed in connect1on withthe
Endorsement Application, her past behavior conforms to the Board’s professronal character

.requtrements at 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §213 27

"PETITIONER presented no evrdence of behavwr which . is 1nconsrstent w1th good

professronal character.

‘The Executive Director considered ev1dence of PETITIONER’S past behaviorin hght of the

character factors set. out in 22 TEX.. ADMIN. CODE §213.27 and determined that
PETITIONER currently demonstrates the criteria required for good professmnal character '

Licensure of PETITIONER poses no direct threat to the health and safety of patlents or the
public provided PETITIONER comphes with the stipulations- outhned in this Order.-

The Executive Director's review of the grounds. for potential ineligibility has been made on
the basis of PETITIONER'S disclosures. '

| PETITIONER has been advised by the Board that any information found to be mcompletc .

incorrect.or misleading to the Board ora subsequent discovery of a basis of ineligibility will'
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15.

- beconsidered by the Board and may result inan, ultlmate detennmatzon of ineli glbxhty or the

Iater revocation of a hcense obtained through fraud or decclt. _

PETITIONER shall Hnmedlately notlfy the Board of any fact or evcnt that could constitute
- a ground of ineligibility for licensure under Section 301 452(b), Texas Occupatlons Code. -

CONCLUS IONS: OF LAW

' The Board has _punsdlctxon over thlS matterpursuant to Sectlons 301.452 and 301 453 Tcxas .

Occupatlons ‘Code.

| On oraboutMay 19,2011, PETITIONER submltted an Endors ement Apphcatlon requestmg

a deterrnmatlon of ehglbxhty for licensure in compliance with Sections 301 252,301.257,
and 301.260, Texas Occupatxons Code and thc Board's Rules at 22 TEX ADMIN CODE

. §217.5(e) and §213.30.

PETITIONER'S history reﬂects conduct whxch may constltute grounds for dema] ofa hcense

“under Sectxon 301 452(b)(2) (8)&(10), Texas Occupanons Code.

The' Board may probate the demal of alicense undcr condltlons for a specified term pursuant :

-to Section 301.453, Texas Occupatlons Code.

The Board may .lxccnse an individual with prior behaviors inconsistent with the Board’s
character requirements if, upon evaluation of the factors in 22‘TEX. ADMIN. CODE §213.27,
and pursuant to 22 TEX. ADMIN, CODE §213.33, the Board is satisfied that the individual is -

able to consistently conform her conduct to the: requirements of the Nursing Practice Act, the .
.Board’s Rules and Regulatlons, and generally accepted standards of nursmg practxce

Th1s Order is conditioned upon the accuracy and completcness of PETITIONER’S

disclosures. . Any subsequently discovered- discrepancies will result in investigation and
possﬂ)lc dlsaphnary actlon up to revocahon of PE’I'I’I‘ION'ER'S license(s).

ORDER

- NOW, THEREFORE, ITIS AGREED thatthe applicéﬁon ofPETITIONER is hereby :

| GRANTED and upon payment of the requued fees, PETITIONER SHALL beissued the apphcable :

_license to practlce nursmg in the State of Texas, whlch shall be subJ ect to the following stxpulatlons '

PETITIONER SHALL obtain an‘d'read'thc Texas Nursmg-Practlcc Actand the Rules -
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~and Regulatrons Relating to Nurse Educatlon Licensure, a.nd Practice. '

PETITIONER SHALL comply in all respects with the Nursing Practice Act Texas B
Occupatxons Code §§301 001 et seq ., the Rules and Regulatxons ReIatmg to Nurse Educanon,
chensure and Practice, 22 TEX ADM!N CODE §211 let seq and thJs Order.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that th;s Order SHALL be apphcable :
to PETITIONER'S nurse hc’ensure compact- pnvﬂeges,_lf any, to practice nursmg m_ the State of ‘
- Texas: | | ‘ v | | - |

IT IS FURTHER AGREED_ and ORDERED that while PETITLONER‘S licerise is -
encumbered by this Order, PETITIONER may not work outsxde the State of Texas pursuant toa
nurse hcensure compact pnvrlege without the written permission- of the Texas Board of Nursmg and

| the Board of'Nursing m the,_party state where PETITIONER wishes to work. _
- PETITIONER SHALL, within one (1) year of Hcerrsure, succe'ssﬁﬂly’comptete
a‘course in'Texas nursing jurisprudence'and'ethics. PETITIONER SHALL obtain Board 'app'roval
| of the cooisc' prior to'enrollrnent only if 'tlte course is ggt being offered .b.y a pre'-app'roved é'rb'vidér. :
‘Home study courses and v1deo programs wrll not be approved In order for the course to be
approved, the target audience shall mclude nurses. It shall bea rmmmum of six (6) hours in length |
" The course's content shall include the Nursmg Practice Act, standards‘of practice, documentatron of .
care, or'mc‘iples of nursing ethics; confidentiality, professional ,bourrdaries, and the anrd's ,
Disciplinary Sanction Policies regarding: Sexual Misconduct; Fraud, Theft and»Deception; Nurses !
witﬁ Substance Abuse, Misuse, Substance Deoendency, or other Substance Use Disorder' and Lying
and Falsification. Courses focusmg on malpractice issues will not be accepted PETITIONER
SHALL CAUSE the sponsoring institution to submit a Venﬁcatlon of Course Comp]enon form,

provi_ded by the Board, to the.O_fﬁce of the Board to verify PETITIONER‘S successfol cornpletlon
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of the course. This course shall be taken in addmon to any other courses stlpulated in thxs Order, 1f
any, and in addltlon to any continuing educanon requlrements the Board has for rchcensure Board-

approved - courses may‘ .be - found - at the foIIowing Board website address:

(2) PETITIONER SHAI.L péya moncfary ﬁne'in the amount df twn hundred ﬁﬁy'

dollars ($250. 00) PETITIONER SHALL pay thlS fine within forfy-ﬁve (45) days of hcensure

Payment is to be made durectly to the Texas Board of Nursmg in the form of cashxer s check or U S

- money order Partial payments wxll not be accepted

T IS FURTHER AGREED that upon full comphance ‘with the terms of thxs Order
all encumbrances wrlI be removed from PETITIONER'S hcense to practlce nursmg in the State of
Texas and PETITIONER shall be eli gib'le'for n'urse licensure compact privi]cg'es ifany.

BALAN CE OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PETITIONER'S-CERTIFICATION
Tam the Petitioner in this matter. 1 have fully and truthfully disclosed all of my past |
- conduct which could constitute grounds for licensure ineligibility, and I have caused a complete and

accurate criminal history to be submiitted to the Texas Board of Nursing from each jurisdiction in e .

which I have been adjudged guilty by way of conviction or deferred order. I certify that my past
behavior, except as disclosed in my application; has-been in conformity with the Board's character -
. rule. Ihave provided the Board with complete and accurité documentation of ni1y past conduct in
~ violation of the penal law of any jurisdiction which was disposed of through any procedure short of
. conviction, such as: conditional discharge, deferred adjudication or dismissal. Ihave no criminal
‘prosecution pending in any jurisdiction. : T I
: - In connection with my application, I acknowledge that I have read and I understand
Sections 301.1 57(d), 301.252, 301.253, 301.257, 301.258, 301.260, 301.452, and.301.453, Texas
Occupations Code, and Chapter 53, Section 53.001 et seq., Texas Occupations Code, and 22 'I'E)(._
.. ADMIN. CODE §§213.27, 213.28, 213.29, and 213.30: I agree with all terms of this Order, including
the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and any stipulations as set out in this Order. I
acknowledge that this Order is stipulated and I understand that I am not eligible fo receive a
Temporary Permit to practice nursing. I agree to inform the Board of any other fact or event that
could constitute a ground for denial of licensure prior to accepting any license from the Texas Board
of Nursing, : - e o : ' .
_ Tunderstand that if I fail to comply with all terms and conditions of thi§ Order, I will
be subject to investigation and disciplinary sanction, including revocation of my licefise(s) to practice
nursing in the State of Texas, as a consequence of my noncompliance. ‘
o I understand that I can be represented by an attorney in this matter. 1 waive
représentation, notice, administrative hearing, and judicial review of this ‘Ordér and request that the
Téxas Board of Nursing ratify this Order. g o . o

Signyd this dayof{,we/ ﬁﬁ |
byl

“LEAH CHANTE WINTEis(fETmONER _.

Sworm to and subscribed befdre mie thig /4 7

SEAL

e a————

JOAN TRECE CONDE

WiH Yy,
ey » W

o ,
Sete i "
FR20% Notary Public, State of Texas
2o AN F My Commission Expires
X BN
KRS

3 February 10, 2015
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WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Execuﬁve Director on behalf of the .

Texas Board of Nursing do‘es» hereby ratify and adopt the Agreed Eligibility Order that was signed

onthe __13th dayof June ., 2012 ,by LEAH CHANTE WINTERS, PETITIONER

for Eligibility for Licensure, and said Order is final.

Effective this __19th day of _ June , 2012

Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN
Executive Director on behalf

of said Board
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MISNISSIPPI  BOAR v ey
_WC%S(SS[PH OARD OF NURSING 8%,

‘ . ) °\“i;,’,l e ’\ ‘i
1835 Lakeland Drive, Suite B T F13
 Jacksen, MS 30216-5014° S GEREE)

. e - o, y
Telephone: (601) 987-4188 . . -.,'ogm\,,f

Fax: (601) 364-2352

" August__/_ 2008

CERTIFIED MAIL 91 7108 2153 3935 4706 8712
RESTRICTED DELIVERY
RETURN KECEII_’T REQUESTED

Leah Winters
4718 King Strest
Moss Point, MS 32563
Dear Ms. WihterS'

Enciosed is the Final uroer of the- Board regardmg the Agreed Order the
Board ratified on July 25, 2008 A

Sincerely,

FOR THE MISSISSIPP! BOARD OF NURSING

Melinda E Rush, DSN NP

Executive Director - W é W

Enclosures: Order Approving and Accepting Agreed Order |
Copy of Agreed Order




STATE OF Mss"sxss;m
' BOARD OF NU RSING
IN THE MATTER OF MISSISSIPPI
.. LICENSE NO. P—320285 issued to:

Leah Winters

4718 King Street
- Moss Point, MS 39563
Respondent

DOB: 11/25/1877 -

FINAL ORDER -

_ The attached document designated AGREED ORDER was rahﬁed by the
MlSSlSSlppl Board of Nursing on July 25, 2008, '

-A copy of this Order shall be Served upon the Respondent by Certified
Mail, Retumn Receipt Requested. - o SR o _
Entered thisthe __I| _ day of August, 2008, | 4
FOR THE MISSISSIPPI BOARD OF NURSING

S‘y B)L//Z/MKA/ (‘9/ @(/’JA

Melmda E Rush
Executive Director

'BOARD SEAL



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
'BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF MISSISSIPPI
LICENSE NO. P-320285, issued to: A

- LEAH WINTERS

6407 STAMPLEY ROAD

FAYE’I‘TE MS 35069

and |

4110 SCOVEL ROAD _

"PASCAGOULA, MS 39581
Respondent

- DOCUMENTATION COURSE

DOB: 11/25/1977

AGREED ORDER

WHEREAS, RESPONDENT, LEAH WINTERS, has been vested with the right and

privilege 10 practice nursing in the State of Mississippi by virtue of License No. P-320285,
v 1ssued by the Mississippi Board of Nursmg, and -

WHEREAS, RESPONDENT LEAH W]I\*’I‘ERS. has consentcd 1, entcr into an .

AGREED ORDER without the neccssn:y of a dzscxplmary henrxng by smd Boarg;

IT IS, THEREFORE, STIPULATED AS FOLLOWS:

1. That this AGREED ORDER is entered into free ly, wxlhngly and voluntarlly by atl”

parties without threats or promises, and further, such AGREED ORDER is entered into in lieu of
havmg a full admmxstratwe hearing before the Mississippi Board of Nursing.

)

process rights mcluam , but not limited to, the right to a hearing whereby she could: .

(a) appear either personally or by counsel or both,

(b) cross-exarmine any witnesses who may testify against her,
(c) present testimony, evidence, and witnesses in her behalf, and
(d) have subpoenas issued by the Board on her behalf.

3. That RESPONDENT violated Miss. Code Ann. S.,cncm 73-15-29 (1)(g) in that
she has falsified or in a repeatedly negligemt manner made incorrect entries or failed to ‘make
essential entries on records while working for Nursmc ‘Maneagement, Inc.,

Hattiesburg,
Mississippi. Specifi caﬂy, :

2. That RESPONDENT hereby voluntarily, vnllmrrly and freely waives all her due.
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Agreed Order of LEAH WINTERS -
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of this AGREED ORDER. the Board

. which RESPONDENT may now or hereafier have w

On or about 06/ 12/2005, 06/21/2005, 06/22/2005, 06/23/2005, 06/25/2005, and )
06/26/2005, RESPONDENT turned in Nurse's Notes on Patient RB that appear
to have dates altered. RESPONDENT stated that the srrors on the notes were
brought 1o her: attention, that she drew a line through the errors and made the

corrections and initialed said corrections.

4.°  That upon execution of this AGREED ORDER, RESPONDENT agrees to accept

the‘folld\;iingpena.lﬁes which are authorized by Miss. Code Ann. Section 73-15-29 (2)7(1972):

. DOCUMENTATION COURSE. ‘Within ninety (90) calendar days from
the date’ RESPONDENT executes - this .AGREED ORDER, .

 RESPONDENT shall have received in the Board’s office official, -written
verification that she has successfully completed a Board-approved
workshop/course on documentation. . ' '

- 5. That this AGREED ORDER shall be subject to -approval by the Board. If the
Board fails to approve the AGREED ORDER, it shall have ng force or effect on the parties,

, 6. .That it is understood and agreed that the purpose of this AGREED'ORDER is io
avoid a hearing before the Board. In this regard, RESPONDENT authorizes the Board 10. .
review and examine any documentary evidence or information concerning RESPONDENT ,

. Prior to or in conjunction with its consideration of this AGREED ORDER. -

7. That should the AGREED ORDER not be accepted .by the Boafd‘ the presentation

10 and consideration of this AGREED ORDER and the documentary evidence by the Board shall

not urfairly or illegally prejudice the Board or any of its members from participation in hearings
or proceedings pertaining to these or other matters regarding RESPONDENT. '

- 8. - That RESPONDENT acknowledges_that her }icense/pi‘iVilegé 1o practice nursihg
are being .granted on'the condition of full compliance with this AGREED ORDER and that

failure to adhere 10 any of the terms of this AGREED ORDER may result in further-disciplinary
action. ‘ ' .

9. That RESPONDENT agrees'ﬂ'xar in the event she fails to comply with the terms

' “shall have access to her entire investigative. file in
subsequent proceedings. :

- 1o That RESPONDENT does hereby fully, completely and finally release the Board
of Nursing and its agents, servants, or employses from any and all claims, charges, demands,
damages, costs, expenses, actions and causes of action of every kind and whatsoever nature

hich are in any manner whatsoever related
to this AGREED ORDER between RESPONDENT and the Board of Nursing. The Mississippi

Board of Nursing admits no liability in any way related to this AGREED ORDER,

SR
el
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Sl That this document will be consuiered tobea pubhc record emered as the final
dxsposmon of disciplinary proceedings presently pending against RESPONDENT and thar this
action shall be considered to be and may be recorded as a FINAL ORDER of the Board. This

discipline will be reported in accordance with the prowsmns of the Health Insurance Portability -
and Accountability Act of 1996, as amended, ' '

EXECUTED this the _{Qday of Q UU’\{_ 2008,

CZ@ML M%@

Subscnbed and sworn before me, in my presence, thxs P{)ﬂ‘day of
\\ L -"--,,2008 -

. mqg%;s@b‘ém‘k&gg’;-. - ~QMA&&M§®MWM
Can. . Dwagy, O NOTARY PUBLICU :
. ‘.‘MND‘. . 3 : )
Lot Y ’ ‘ o

: HOMCAN Lypiy ¢

P N’nm;“"‘m: - ; : . . .

T Abtll p- : s : - o :
APPROVED

» ACCEPTED by the I\/IISSISSIPPI BOARD OF NURSING on T.hls
thc oay of Yy ., 2008, '

MISSISSIPPI BOAR.D OF NURSING
(BOARD SEAL) : BY{ (:// :
s _ . Dwayne Selﬂ'/ RN, CI@A,UPZ:;\GW

Q Subscribed and swom before me, in my presence, thlsa_::day of
U , 2008,

(ng?‘mm,smm sesionics | Yoreron A 1By

‘NOTARY PUBLIC °




AFFIDAVIT AND

. FORMAL REPRIMAND
‘NAME: Leah Winters

LICENSE NO.: P-320285

L the undersigned, acknowledge that I have violated Miss. Code Ann. Section 73-15-29 (1)() in that I
~ bave negligently or willfully violated an order rule or regulation of the Board pertaining to nursing
practice or licensure. 3 ' S T o

Specifically, | failed 1o submit to the Board's office official, written verification that | have successfully -
complsted a Board-approved workshop or in-service on Documentation. - Said verification should have
‘been received in the'Boards office within (80) calendar day from the day'| executed my Agreed Order.

. Said Verification has not been received as of May 10, 2011.
 The above instance constitutes a violation of my Agreed Order dated June 10, 2008,

1 waive my right to a formal hearing before the Mississippi Board of 'Nursing and agree to ac.:ccpt.thjs
Formal Reprimand and a'$400.00 fine. -] understand that this disciplinary action will become e, permanent
part of my pursing licensure file, is public information and is reportable to. all other Boards of nursing,

I understand that this AFFIDAVIT & FORMAL REPRIMAND shall be subject to-approval by the
. Board. If the Board fails to approve the AFFIDAVIT & FORMAL REPRIMAND, it shall have no
force or effect on the parties. . : ' - A

1 understand that my prior Board Order remains in full force and effect and is not altered by this
additional agreement. : . :

All fines must be paid within thirty (30) days of the date I sign this ufﬂdavit.. T understand that failure
to pay the fine within thirty (30) days of today’s date will result in this matter being forwarded to the
Board for further action. » o S ‘

EXECUTED this the __/.=2 _ day of .

oy :
N “‘ml m’””l/

seered 0507,
miﬁz%’f*

s ' wE
9'2 %

SIRER e

&’.
%5

\

7580 Havpeys Glem Lo
“Fusor 1% 77072
\ 291420 Y584 cuceen

g Mﬁ /
State of /76,7/@44 County_ /- / L«.@/ |

' Being duly swom, the aforementioned affiant says that he/she is the person referred to in the foregoing
Affidavit; that he/she has knowledge of the facts set forth in this Affidavit; that the statements herein
contained are true to the'best of his/her knowledge and belief; and that he/she has read and understands
this Affidavit. : ’

-" ‘wae
it

O
C

e/,
“Z,

Swom to and ascribed béfore me on this / ,Z day of L, 201

JUN 15 208 -

LA DAADR AZ MDA
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ARDOFNURSING
1080:River Oaks:Drive
Ste. A-100.
Flowood, MS 39232
Teleptione: (601)664-9303.
~ Fax: (B01) 6649304 -

Juliys, 2011

Leali Winters.
2634 Ridpeway Drive

Gagtier; MS 395535534

Re: Fulfillnreiit of Agreed:Qrder Regifremioints

" Dear s Winters:.

Thisiisio confinthat yoi havefulfilled &l 68 fiefollowing requirements as.
 outhifdiin your Agtesd Order Gated andl signed. Jans*10, 2008,

1J Documemtation Conrse.
Thatk:-you for your-cogperation with this matter; ‘Should yoyhave any quesfion - :

orcendemms, please.domothesitate:to contartthe Board, of Nursing ab601.-664-
9329 : NSt _

Sincerely, .
Brests®B. Thompson
‘Brett B, Thompson:

- Senior:Atforney

BB wr

-



STAIE OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER. OF MISSISSIPPI *
LICENSE NO. P-320285 Issued to: *
*
LEAH WINTERS * o
: x - *. Cise No. 2017-5955
Respondent *
FINAL ORDER

THIS MATTER came before the Hearing Panel of the Mx‘ssxss:pm Board of Nuising; putsuantto Secfion
73-15-31 Miss Code Ann. (Rev. 2012), on:-July 24, 2018, for consideration of’ allegations of violationi(s) of the
Mississippi Nursing Practice Law by Leah Winters {“Rﬁspondant”);. e above referenced case and the Agreed
Settlement Proposal entered into by Westley Mutziger, Attorney; and Leah Wiiiters.

Upon consideration of the Agreed Settlement Proposal; and the ‘présentation ‘of the partxes, and being
otherwise fully advised of the premises, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

. The Agreed Settlement. Proposal is‘hereby approved anid adopted. A copy of the Agreed Settlement:

Proposal is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein..
2. The Respondent shall adhére to and -abide by all the termis and conditions of the Agreed Settlement

Proposal..
3. Failure to comply with any term of the Agreed Settlement Proposal shall cause the Respondentto be

subject to further discipline.
4. The burden of proof shall be on the Respondent to- demonstrate compliance with all of the terms and

conditions of this Final Order.

5. That this document will be: considered to be a public record ‘entered .as the final disposition of
disciplinary proceedings presenitly pending against the RESPONDENT and that this action shall be
considered to be and may be recorded as a FINAL ORDER  of the Board. ‘This. discipline will be
reported to all federally mandated data banks and in accordance with the provisions of the:Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, as amended. This Final Order shall be placed
in and become a part of the Respondent’s official recotds and shall become effective on July 24,

2018.

This, the 24" day of July 2018,

(BOARD SEAL ,),

3 Cas “//
""'-u,,,,,,ﬂ‘ st
"b OFFIC‘P\\;,I"'

e rara st



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF MISSISSIPPI
LICENSE NO. P-320285, issued to:

CASE NO.2017-5955

AGREED SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL

WHEREAS, RESPONDENT, LEAH WINTERS, has been.vested with the right and privilege
fo practice nursing in the State of Mississippi by virtue of License No. P-320285 issued by the

Mississippi State Board of Nursing;

WHEREAS, RESPONDENT, LEAH WINTERS has consented! to enter'into 41 AGREED
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL without the necessity of a disciplinary hearing before the
Mississippi Board of Nursing; |

FINDINGS OF FACT AND COD CLUSIONS OF LAW.

1. That RESPONDENT agrees to, offers no defense to, and that sufficient éviderice exists
to constitute a violation of Miss. Code Ann. Section 73-15-2 e) in.that
RESPONDENT has negligeritly or willfully practiced fiusi g
meet generally accepted standards of such nursing practice,

in.a manner that f4ils to

2. That RESPONDENT agrees to, offers no defense to, and:that sufficient evidence exists
to constitute a violation of Miss. Code Ann. Section 73-15-29 (1) (/) in that
RESPONDENT has engaged in any unprofessional conduct as identified by the Boatd in
its rules; namely, that RESPONDENT violated 30 Miss. Adriin, Code Pt, 2820, R. 1.2
(C) in that RESPONDENT has engaged in misrepresentation, deception or failed to
disclose information as requested on any licensure or board of nursing document when
attempting to secure or obtain a nursing license.

3. That while practicing at River Chase Village in Gautier, MS, on her Multistate privilege
to practice, afforded to her by Texas Nursing License (PN 307898), RESPONDENT
failed to properly administer medicatior to patients. Onor about August 30%, 2017,
facility personnel discovered between eight (8) and twenty (20) pills:in an unlabeled clear
plastic cup atop a medication cart. Upon investigation, the facility discovered



Agreed Settlement Proposal of Leah Wiriters
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RESPONDENT was improperly
in her statement to the Board dat
bedside, exiting without witnessing

other patients, and returning later to d
medications. Further, RESPONDENT admitted tt o1
remind and/or ensure two (2) patients administered mex

. That RESPONDENT’S Mississippi Multistate icense expired Decenibier 31%; 2009,

RESPONDENT applied:for einstatement of ier Mississippi Multistate liceiise

approximately February 07%,2018,

On her February 07", 2018 application for reinstatement, RESPONT
“Yes,to the question, “Since your last application submission to
been deriied licensure/certification, had disciplinary

you by-a Board of Nursing orany other regulatory 4geticy of ce
any state or jurisdiction?” When asked on her tion |
disciplinary actions taken by othe Boards of Nursing, RE
that approximately June 19%, 2012, she entered into ar
Texas Board of Nursing, wherein RESPONDENT wa
her June 10", 2008 Mississippi Board of Nursing Boatd
‘eners_t:ment; application.

SPONDENT failed to disclose
isciplined for failifig to disclose

Order on her Texas license

IT IS, THEREFORE, STIPULATED AS FOLLOWS:

‘1{.‘

34‘

'SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL is entered. into in liey of haying a fill administra

That this AGREED SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL s enitered into freely; ‘willingly

voluntarily by all the parties without threats or promises, and further, such A

hearing before the Mississippi Board of Niirsing.

- That RESPONDENT hereby: voluntarily, willingly dnd freely waives all

RESPONDENT"S due process rights including; but niot limited.to, the right to a hearing
whereby RESPONDENT could: '

Appear either personally or by counsel or both, N

Cross-examine any witnesses who may testify against RESPONDENT,
Present testimony, evidence, and wimejssﬁsignj,.RE”SBQNDENT’S‘:’;beha]f, and
Have subpoenas issued by the Board on RESPONDENT’S biehalf

aoow

The Mississippi Board of Nursing is established pursuant to the Mississippi Nursing
Practice Law, Title 73, Chapter 15 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, and is
charged with the duty of licensing and regulating the practice of nuirsing:in the State-of
Mississippi. The Respondent is the holder/applicant of a license issued by the Board and

is, therefore, subject to the Mississippi Nursing Practice Law.



Agreed Settlement Proposal of Leals Wingers

Page3 of5

OSAL shall be subject to appraval

pprove the AGREED

7 That should this AGREED SETTLEMENT PROPOY
Hearing Panel, it is agreed that the following shall not

roaticls b s | 4 Et ~ i B praciade b b * & 'IE‘ I -‘v‘
AGREED SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL to the Board,; corisiderati
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL by the B-.d Hears

docurtienitary evidenice and any other information by the B

8. PENALTIES, That upon acceptance, agﬁovm;;mrexﬁgﬁeg';qf“@ Order by the Board’s:
Hearing Panel incorporating the terms ofthlsAGREEDSETTLEM "PROPOSAL,
RESPONDEN Tagrees to the following penalties Wwhich are authorized by Mi s Code
Ann. Section 73-15-29 (2) as a coridition to being licensed/privileged as a nurse:in the
State of Mlississippi: '

a. FORMAL REPRIMAND. RESPONDENT agrees to accept s FORMAL
REPRIMAND which will become:a Péermanent part.of RESPONDENT S
nursing record.

in the Board’s office within sixty (60) calendar dgys:‘ﬁqmﬂ;‘g date the Board’s



Agreed Settlement Proposal of Leah Winters
Page 4 0£5

d.. ETHICS COURSE. That within rinety (30) caleridaz

e. MEDICATIONADMINISTKATIONGGU RSE; T}

RESPONDENT has successfilly completed Bgéfd;a;gm,; '
- on Medication Administration,

9. REINSTATEMENT. That upofi completion of 31l termsin:this AGREED
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL, RESPONDENT shall’ e allowed to progeed with the
Reinstatement process ofher Mississippi Practical Nursinig License, ESPONDENT
must comply with all statites and rules pértéiﬁing;ﬁto‘;thﬁik’elffﬁswteih@n -of hier license,

10. That RESPONDENT agceptfs...the,aboyg;pen;alﬁgs;;and:acknpw}giiiggg‘
RESPONDENT’S license/privilege s being granted on condition of filll
with these terms. Failure to adhere to:any'of the terms of this AGREED
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL may result in futther disciplinary action againist

RESPONDENT’S nursing license/privilege:

that:
1 compliance

11. That NON-COMPLIANCE shall include, but is not limited to;

a. Non-Receipt of verification as having successfully completed:all required

educational courses and/or workshops on or before the due date;

b- Failure to adhere to any of the terms of this AGREED SETTLEMENT
PROPOSAL; |

€. Any violation of the Nursing Practice Law (}
seq.); and |

d. Any violation of the Miss. Admin. Code, Pt, 2820

liss. Code Ann; Section 73:15-1, et

12. That the RESPONDENT does hereby fully, completely and finally release the Board of
Nursing and its agents, servants or-employees.from any and al] claims, charges, demands,
damages, costs, expenses, actions and causes of action of every kind and nature which the
RESPONDENT may now or hereaftér have related to this AGREED SETTLEMENT
PROPOSAL between the RESPONDENT and the Board of Nursing: The Mississippi
Board of Nursing admits no liability in any way related to this AGREED
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL.

13. That this document is a public record and will be entered as a FINAL:‘ORDER of the
Board. This discipline. will be reported to all federally mandated data banks and in

accordance with the provisions of the Health Insurance Portability and ACicouhtability
Act 0f 1996, as amended. ‘
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Approved as fo Form atid Substance:

W. Westley Mutziger
Attorney
MS Board of Nursing




