BEFORE THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING
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In the Matter of
Registered Nurse License Number 730762
issued to ALEJ ANDRO VALDEZ MEJIA
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ORDER OF THE BOARD

On this day, the Texas Board of Nursing, hereinafter referred to as the Board,

accepted the voluntary surrender of Registered Nurse License Number 730762, issued to
ALEJANDRO VALDEZ MEIJIA, hereinafter referred to as Respondent. This action was taken in
accordance with Section 301.453(c), Texas Occupations Code.

Respondent waived representation by counsel, informal proceedings, notice and

hearing.
The Board gnakes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.
FINDINGS OF FACT
1. Respondent is currently licensed to practice professional nursing in the State of Texas.
2. Respondent waived representation by counsel, informal proceedings, notice and hearing.
3. Respondent received a Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing from University of Texas Health

Science Center, San Antonio, Texas, on May 21, 2006. Respondent was licensed to practice
professional nursing in the State of Texas on July 6, 2006.

4. Respondent's professional nursing employment history includes:
07/2006 - 04/2014 RN Audie Murphy Memorial Veterans Hospital
San Antonio, Texas
05/2014 - 09/2014 Unknown
-10/2014 - Present RN Methodist Dallas Medical Center

Dallas, Texas
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5. On or about April 16, 2014, Respondent was issued the sanction of a SUSPEND/PROBATE
through an Agreed Order by the Board. A copy of the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law
and Order dated April 16, 2014, is attached and incorporated herein by reference as part of
this Order.

6. On or about February 3, 2015, Respondent became non-compliant with the Agreed Order
issued to him by the Texas Board of Nursing on April 16, 2014. Non-compliance is the result
of Respondent's failure to abstain from the use of controlled substances in that he produced
a specimen for a random urine drug screen which resulted positive for cocaine metabolite.
Stipulation number nine (9) of the Agreed Order, dated April 16, 2014, states:

"(0) DESPO}IDE}IT SPALL abauuu fLUlll l.h\/ UULIDHILIPLIUII UJ. albUh@}"Nu‘balﬂ_W%W WWWWW
Stadol, Dalgan, Ultram, or other synthetic opiates, and/or the use of controlled
substances, except as prescribed by a licensed practitioner for a legitimate purpose..."

7. On February 19, 2015, the Board received a statement from Respondent voluntarily
surrendering the right to practice nursing in Texas. A copy of Respondent's statement, dated
February 19, 2015, is attached and incorporated herein by reference as part of this Order.

8. The Board policy implementing Rule 213.29 in effect on the date of this Agreed Order
provides discretion by the Executive Director for consideration of conditional reinstatement
after proof of twelve (12) consecutive months of abstinence from alcohol and drugs followed
by licensure limitations/stipulations and/or peer assistance program participation.

9. The Board finds that there exists serious risks to public health and safety as a result of
impaired nursing care due to intemperate use of controlled substances or chemical
dependency

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1. Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301.451-301.555, the Board has jurisdiction

over this matter.
2. Notice was served in accordance with law.

3. The evidence received is sufficient to prove violation(s) of 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE
§217.12(11)(B).

4, The evidence received is sufficient cause pursuant to Section 301.452(b)( 1)&(10), Texas
Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action against Registered Nurse License Number
730762, heretofore issued to ALEJANDRO VALDEZ MEIJIA, including revocation of
Respondent's license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas.
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S. Under Section 301.453(c), Texas Occupations Code, the Board has the authority to accept
the voluntary surrender of a license.

6. Under Section 301.453(d), Texas Occupations Code, the Board may impose conditions for
reinstatement of licensure.

7. Any subsequent reinstatement of this license will be controlled by Section 301.453(d), Texas
Occupations Code, and 22 TAC§§213.26-.29, and any amendments thereof in effect at the
time of the reinstatement.

THE BALANCE OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.
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ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the voluntary surrender of Registered
Nurse License Number 730762, heretofore issued to ALEJANDRO VALDEZ MEIJIA, to practice
nursing in the State of Texas, is/are accepted by the Executive Director on behalf of the Texas Board

of Nursing. In connection with this acceptance, the Board imposes the following conditions:

1. RESPONDENT SHALL NOT practice professional nursing, use the title of

Registered-Nurse-orthe-abbreviation"RIN™or wear-any-insignia identifying himself ——— —
as a registered nurse or use any designation which, directly or indirectly, would lead

any person to believe that RESPONDENT is a registered nurse during the period in

which the license/s is/are surrendered.

2. RESPONDENT SHALL NOT petition for reinstatement of licensure until: one (1)
year has elapsed from the date of this Order, and, RESPONDENT has obtained
objective, verifiable proof of twelve (12) consecutive months of sobriety immediately
preceding the petition.

3. Upon petitioning for reinstatement, RESPONDENT SHALL satisfy all then existing
requirements for relicensure.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable

to Respondent's nurse licensure compact privileges, if any, to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

Effective this 19th day of February, 2015.
TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

by, Pt (e

Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN
Executive Director on behalf
of said Board
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BEFORE THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING
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In the Matter of | § AGREED
Registered Nurse License Number 730762 §:
issued to ALEJANDRO VALDEZ MEJIA § ‘ORDER
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On ‘this day-the Texas Board of Nursing, hereinafier referred té as the Boar

considered the matter of ALEJANDRO VALDEY, MEJIA, Registere

g
i
;

730762, hereinafter referred to as Re‘spandent.

Informationreceived by the Board _produced-evidencc:thatRe:spohdentmay; besubject.
todiscipline pursuantto Section 301 A452(b)(10) and 301.453; Téxﬁs' Occupdtions Code. Respondent
waived representation by counsel, 'irifoimal proceedings; notice.and hearing, and agreed"tol the entry
of this Order approved by Katherine A, Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN, Executive Director, on December
8, 2013, subject to tatiﬁcaiion'by the Board.

1. Prior to the institution of Agency pjrocee;dings, notice thhé matters specified below in these
- Findings of Fact was served .on Respondent and Respondent was given an opportunity to
show compliance with' all requirements of the law for retention. of the license(s).

2, Rcspondcnt waived'rep ‘esentation by counsel, infonnal;proc‘eedings, notice and hearing, and
agreed to the entry of this Order,

-Res.pondent‘is,cur‘rjenﬂy licensed to practice professional nursing in the State of Texas.

4, Respondent received a Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing from the University of Texas at San
Antonio, San Aritonio, Texas, on May 21, 2006, Respondent was licensed to practice
professional nursing in the State of Texas on July 6, 2006,

5. Respondent's nursing employment history includes:

07/2006 - Present RN Audie Murphy Memorial Veterans Hospital

San Antonio, Texas
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6. At the time of the initial incident, Respondent was employed as a Registered Nurse with
Audie Murphy. Memorial Veterans Hospital, San_Antoriio, Texas, and has been in this
position for approximately-seven (7) years and five (5) moriths.

7. On or about February 11, 2013, Respondent entered a: piea of “Nolo Contendere® to
DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED- 2ND, a Class A misdemearnior offerise, commiitted on
January 8, 2012, in the-Bexar County Criminal Court No. 5, under Cause No. 381752,
Subsequently, the imposition. of sentence was suspended and Respondent was placed.on:
probation for & period of twenty.(20) months.and ordered to paya fineinthe amount ofeight
hundred. dollars ($800.00)-and court costs,

8. Onorabout August4, 2013, Respondent submitted a Online Renewal Document-Registered
Nusse, ‘to the Texas Board of Nursing in which he provided false, deceptive; and/or
‘misleading information, in that he afiswered “no” to question number two (2) which states
in pertinent part: '

2, Have you, within the past 24:mionths or siiice your last renewal, for any criminal.
offense including those pending-appeal:

A. been convicted of a inisdemeanor?

C. pled nolo-contendere, no contest,or guilty?

‘H, been arrested or have any pending criminal:charges?
I. been cited or charged withany violation. of the law?

On or about February 11, 2013, Respondent enteted a plea of “NoloContendere” to
DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED- 2ND, 3 Class' A misdemeanor offense, committed on
January 8, 2012, in the Béxar County Criminal Court No. 5, under Cause No. 381752,
Subsequently, the imposition of sentence was suspended and Respondent-was placed-on
probation for a period of twenty (20) months and ordered'to pay-a fine in the amount . of eight
hundred dollars ($800.00) and court costs.

9; In response to the incidents in Findings of Fact Numbers Seven (7) and Eight (8),
Respondent states that he completed a DWI Intervention Pro gramon April 21, 2013 and has
maintained his sobriety, Respondent adds that it was his-full intention to participate in the
TPAPN program, so he answered the renewa question accordingly.

10.  The Board finds that there exists serious-risks fo. public health and safety as a result of
impaired nursing care due to intemperate usé of controlled substances or chemical
dependency, -

1. Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301.451 -301.555, the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter.,

2. Notice was served in accordance with law.
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3. The evidence received is sufficient to prove violation(s) of 22 TEX. ADMIN. CoDE:
§217.12(6)A)G)H).O)D,(1 (BI(13).

4. The evidence received is sufficient cause pursuant to-Section 301.452(b)(1)&(10), Texas
Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action: against Registered Nurse License Numiber

~ 730762, heretofore issued to. ALEJANDRO VALDEZ MEJIA, including revocation of
Respondent's license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas. _

ORDER

ITIS THEREFORE AGREED and ORDERED, subject to ratification by the Texas
Board of N_ursfi_ng; that Registered Nurse Licerise Nuﬁber 730762, previously issued to
ALEJANDRO VALDEZ MEIJIA, to~pfacﬁce»nursing in Texas:'i?/are.hereby ‘SUSPENDED for a
period of two (2) years with the ‘Suspension STAYED and Respondent is hereby placed on
P-'ROEATION for two:(2) years with the following agreed terms of probation:

ITIS FURTHER AGREEDandORDBRED that, whileunder theterms of this Order,
' thié Order SHALL apply to-any and all future licenses issiied to Respondent to practice nursing in
the State of Texas, |

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and-ORDERED that this Order SHALL,be:appIicaBle
to Respondent's nurse licensure compact privileges, if any, to practice nursing in the State.of Texas,

ITIS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that while Respondent'slicense(s)is/are
encumbered by this order the- Respondent may not work outside the State of Texas pursuant fo a
nurse licensure compact priVi‘Iege ﬁithout thewritten permission of the Texas Board of N ursi.ng and
the Board of Nursing in the party state where Respondént wishes to work.

(1) RESPONDENT SHALL comply in all respects with the Nursing Practice Act,
Texas Occupations Code, §§301.001 et seq., the Rules and Regulations Relating to Nurse Education,
Licensure and Practice, 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §211.1 er seq. and this Order. |

(2) RESPONDENT SHALL, within one (1) year of entry of:.this Order, successfully
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complete acourse in Texas nursing jurisprudence and ethics. RESPONDENT SHALL obtain Board
approval of the course prior to enrollment:onlyif the course isnot being offered by a pre-approved
provider, Home study courses and video programs will not be approved.  In order for the. course to
be approved, the target audience shall include nurses. It'shall be a minimum-of six.(6) hours in
length. ‘The course's content shall include the Nursing Practice Act, standards. of practice,
' otessxonalbevndanes”aﬁd"fhé“%“

Board's  Disciplinary Sanction Policies regarding: Sexual Misconduct; Fraud, Theftand Deception;

documentat’ion-ofcare, pﬁnciﬂlesdfnupsiﬂg@ﬂiiesmnﬁﬂm? lity;

Nurscs with Substance Abuse Misuse, Substance Dependéncy, or other: Substance Use Disorder;,
“and Lying and Falsxﬁcanon Courses focusing on malpractice issues will not be accepted,
RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE the sponsoring institution to submit a Verification of Course
Completion form, provided by the Board, to the Office-of the Board:to verify RESPONDENT'S
successful completion of the- course. This course-shall be taken in: addition to any other courses
stipulated in this Order, if any, and inaddition to.any continuing education réquirements the Board

has for relicensure., Board~appraved courses may be found at the following Board website address:

- (3) RESPONDENT SHALL, within one (1) year of entry-of this Order, successfully
complete the course “Sharpening Critical Thinking Skllls " @ 3.6 contact hour online program

provided by the National Council of: State Boards of Nursing (N CSBN) Learning Extension, Inorder

to receive credit for completion of this program; RESPONDENT SHALL SU BMIT the cbntinuin'g ‘
education certificate of completion for this program to the Board's office, to the attenition of
Momtormg This course is to be taken in addition to any contmumg education requirements the
Board may have for relicensure, Board-approved courses may be found at the Jollowing Board

website address: httn: /w3

4) RESPONDENT SHALL pay a monetary fine in the amount of two hundred fifty
730762:169 -4- ciosp




dollars ($250.00). RESPONDENT SHALL pay this ﬁ'nc within forty five (45) days of entry of this
Order. Payment is to be made directly to the Texas Board of Nursing inthe form of cashier's check
or U.S. money order. Partial payments will not be accepted.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, SHOULD RESPONDENT PRACTICE AS A NURSE IN THE

HOURS PER MONTH- UNDER' THE FOLLOWING PROBATION CONDITIONS FOR

- TWO (2) YEAR(S) OF EMPLOYMENT, THE LENGTH OF THE PROBATIONARY
PERIOD WILL BE EXTENDED UNTIL SUCH TWENTY FOUR: @49 MONTHS HAVE |
ELAPSED, PERIODS OF UNEMPLOYMENT OR OF EMPLOYMENT THAT DO NOT
REQUIRE THE USE OF A REGISTERED NURSE(RN) OR A VOCATIONAL NURSE
(LVN) LICENSE, AS APPROPRIATE, WILL NOT APPLY - TO THIS STIPULATION
PERIOD:

(5) RESPONDENT SHALL notify each present-émployer in nursing of this Order
of the Board and the stipulations on RESPONDENT’S license(s). RESPONDEN’I‘ SHALL present
a complete copy- of this Order and all Proposals for Decision issued by the Administrative Law
Judge, if any, to each present employer within ﬁve (5)daysofreceipt of this.Order, RESPONDENT
SHALL notify all future- employers in nursing.of this Order of'thé Board and the stipulations.on
RESPONDENT'S license(s). RESPONDENT SHALL present a complete copy of this Order and
all Proposals:for Decision issued by the Administrative Law Judge, if any, to each future employer
pnor to-accepting an offer of employment,

® RESPONDENTSHALL CAUSE each present employer innursing to submit the

Notification of Employment forin; which is provided to the Respondent by the Board, to the Board's
730762:169 -5- ciosp



office within ten (10) days of fec'eipt of this Order. RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE each future
employer to submit the. Not:iﬁcati'on»ofEmploymcnt-fOrm, which:is provided to the Respondent by
the Board to the Board's office within ﬁvc (5) days of employment as a aurse,

)] RESPONDENT-SHALL be-“supervi‘sed, by:a Registered Nurse, if licenséd asa

Registered Nurse, or by a Licensed Vocational Nurse or a Registered Nurse, if licensed as a Licensed

Vocatxonal Nurse, who is on the premises. The supervising ntrse is not reguired 1o-be-onthe sanie:

_unit or ward as RESPONDENT, but should be on the facility grounds and readily available to-
- provide assistance and'ihte‘rvent’ib"n if necessary, The Supervising fiutsé shall have a niinimum of
T two (2) yearsexperience in. the: :same or similar practice setting to-which the: Respondent is currently
working: RESPONDENT SHALL work only regularly asstgncd identified and predétemﬁhed
: unit(s). RESPONDENT SHALL NOT be employed by a nurse registry, temporaiy niitse
employment agency, 5hqspi‘c'e, or home health agency. RESPONDENT SHALL NOT be self-
employed or eontract for sérvides, Multpre employers ate prohibited,
® RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE each employer to submit, on forms provided -
to the Respondent by the Board, :per{iOdié reports as to RESPONDENT'S capability to practice
- nursing: These reports shall be completed by the nur.sc‘Whﬁt)- supervises theRESPONDENT These:
reports shall be submitted by the supervising nurse tothe office of the Board at the erid of each thiee.
(3) month period for two (2) year(s) of employment as.a nurse,
(9YRESPONDENT SHALL abstain fromthe consumpti‘on ofalcohol, Nubain, Stadol,
Dalgan, Ultram, or other synthetic opiates, and/or the use of controlied substances . eXcept as
prescribed by a licensed practitioner for a legitimate purpose, If prescribed, RESPONDENT SHALL
CAUSE the licensed practmoner to submit a written report identifying the medlcatlon -dosage and
the date the medication was prescrxbcd. The report shall be submitted directly to the office of the

Board by the prescribing practitioner, within ten (10) days.of the date of the prescription. In the
730762:169 ' -6- _ C10sp



event that prescriptions for controlled substances are required for periods of two'(2) weeks or
longer, the Board may require and RESPONDENT SHALL. submit to.a pain management
and/or chemical dependency evaluanon by a Board approved evaluator, The performing
evaluator mustsubmit a written reportmeeting the Board's requiremients to the Board's office-

within thirty (30) days from the Board's request,

(10) RESPONDENT SHALL subimit to randoin. perodie-soreens-for controfled:

substances, tramadol hydrochloride (Ultram), and:alcohol. For the first three (3).month. period,
random sc¢reens: shall'be performed at least once per week, For the. next three (3) month Pperiod,

random screens shall be performed at least twice per month. For the néxt six (6) month peériod,.
random screetis shall be performed at least onice: peérmonth. For the remamder of the stipulation:
| period, random screeris shall be performed at legst ane-evel.‘:y"th_rﬁe?’(39 mmth& All random screens
| SHALL BE conducted through urinalysis. Screens obtained through urinalysis are the sole method
‘accepted by the Board,

Specimens shall be screened for at least the following substances and their

metabolites:
Amphetamines Meperidine
Barbiturates Methadone
Benzodxazeplnes _ Methaqualone
Cannabinoids Opiates
Cocaine "Phencyclidine
Ethanol Propoxyphene

tramadol hydrochlonde (Ultram)
A Board representative may appear atthe RESPONDENT’S place of employment at any time dunng
the stipulation period and require RESPONDENT to produce a- spccxmen for screening,
All screens shall be properly monitored and produced in accordance with the Board's
policy on Random Drug Testing, A complete chain of custody shall be maintained for each

specimen obtained and analyzed, RESPONDENT SHALL beresponsible for the costs of all random
730762:169 _ -7- closp




drug screening during the stipulation period.

Any positive result for which the nurse.does not have a valid prescription or refusal
to submit to a drug or alcohol screen may:subject the nurse to-furthcr‘dis”ciifplinary action, including
EMERGENCY SUSPENSION pursuant to Section 301.4551, Texas Occupations Code, or

REVOCATION of Respondent's hcense(s) andnurse licensure compact pnvxleges if ‘any, to practice

{51 cxcesswedﬂut'emspwhucus,

or failure to call in for.a drug screen may. be considered: thie same as:a positive result or refusal to
submit to-a drug or alcohol screen,

(11) RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE his probation officerto submit written reports
~-on forms provxded to the Respondent by the Board. The; reports shall indicate the. RESPONDENT'S
comphance with the court. ordercd probation. The reports-shall be furmshcd ¢ach and every three
(3) month period until RESPONDENT is. released from probation. |

ITIS FURTHER AGREED #nd ORDERED that if during.the périod-of probation,
an additional allegation, accusatiori, or-petition. is reported or filed ‘against the Respondent's
license(s); the probationary period shall not expire- and shali automatically be extended until the
allegation, accusation, or petition has been acted upon by the Board.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, that upon full compliance with the terms.of this Order,
all encumbranccs will be removed from RESPONDEN T'S license(s)to practice. nursing in the State
of Texas and RESPONDENT may be eligible for'nurse licensure compact privileges, if any,

BALANCE OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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ratification by tho Bo rd, Whan this Order ls.ratified, the termis of this Order becomo effoctive, and
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In-this-matter, T we
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Order, T will bo subflis to avestigation and disclplinary sanm"» includiog tevooation of my
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\n‘dﬁg in'the Stats of" Texas, 98 & COuSequence of my: noncompﬂanoc. ‘
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‘——

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Texas Board of Nursing does

hereby ratify and adopt the Agreed Order that was signed on the __1gt day of _March
, 2014

» by ALEJANDRO VALDEZ MEIJIA, Registered Nurse License Number
730762, and said Order is final,

Effectivethis__16" __ dayof _ April 2014

Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN
Executive Director on behalf

of said Board
. Q
> "
%, OF W
ity - w1tify this o be a true copy
4l records on fie with the
i 2xas Board of Nursing
“oter /
st Y - .
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Rcuxlurcd I\’unc 1 icense \nml)u’ 730762

x

Voluntary Surrender Sta

I'no lonﬂu dum 10 hc liccmcd us a nursu. z\uwulmL}\iI \>()lttntari1y surrcndcrii)y_ ice

The Statc of Texas

Before me, the undcrxxg,nul .mlhmu} - da
ALEJANDRO VALDEZ METIA who, being’ dul vom by mc sthd that hc or she

exccuted the above for the purpose therein contained dlld that he or she undcrstood
same.

Sworn to before me the day of 20

SEAL

Notary Public in and for the State of

———— e




