
1

BEFORE THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

In the Matter of AGREED

Registered Nurse License Number 794133

Vocational Nurse License Number 215227
issued to MONICA ROXANNE RICE ORDER

On this day the Texas Board of Nursing, hereinafter referred to as the Boa

considered the matter ofMONICA ROXANNE RICE, Registered Nurse License Number 794133,

Vocational Nurse License Number 215227, hereinafter referred to as Respondent.

Information received by the Board produced evidence that Respondentmay be subject

to discipline pursuant to Section 301. 452(b)( 10)&( 12) and 301. 453, Texas Occupations Code.

Respondent waived informal proceedings, notice and hearing, and agreed to the entry ofthis Order

approved by Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN, Executive Director, on February 24, 2014,

subject to ratification by the Board.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.       Prior to the institution ofAgency proceedings, notice of the matters specified below in these
Findings of Fact was served on Respondent and Respondent was given an opportunity to
show compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license(s).

2.       Respondent waived informal proceedings, notice and hearing, and agreed to the entry of this
Order.

3.       Respondent's licensed to practice professional nursing in the State of Texas is currently in
Texas Invalid status. Respondent holds a license to practice vocational nursing in the State
ofTexas, which is currently in delinquent status.

4.       Respondent received a Certificate in Vocational Nursing from St. Phillip' s College, San
Antonio, Texas, on December 1, 2007, and received an Associate Degree in Nursing from
Galen College of Nursing, San Antonio, Texas, on October 12, 2010.  Respondent was

licensed to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas on March 11, 2008 and was
licensed to practice professional nursing in the State of Texas on December 2, 2010.
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5.       Respondent's nursing employment history is unknown.

6.       On or about February 12, 2008, Respondent was issued an Order of Conditional Eligibility
from the Board ofNurse Examiners for the State of Texas. A copy of the Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law, and Order dated February 12, 2008 is attached and incorporated, by
reference, as part of this Order.

7.       On or about September 30, 2012, Respondent submitted a License Renewal Form Registered

Nurse to the Texas Board ofNursing in which she answered " Yes" to the question:

In the past 5 years have you been diagnosed with or treated or hospitalized for

schizophrenia or other psychotic disorder, bipolar disorder, paranoid personality disorder,
antisocial personality disorder, or borderline personality disorder? (You may answer "No"
if you have completed and/or are in compliance with TPAPN for mental illness OR you've

previously disclosed to the Texas Board ofNursing and have remained compliant with your
treatment regime and have had no further hospitalization since disclosure.)

Respondent disclosed that she was diagnosed with Bipolar disorder in August 2002 and has

been received treatment. The Board ofNursing also received a letter from the Respondent' s
treating physician stating, Respondent is doing well and is stable on her current medication
regime. Respondent is cooperative with her treatment plan, her prognosis is good, and he

feels she has no psychiatric restriction to her practicing nursing.

8.       In response to Finding ofFact Number Seven( 7), Respondent states on or about September
4, 2012, she had a reaction to an over the counter supplement that caused her to have

psychiatric episode at her home.  As soon as she was released from the hospital ER, she

discontinued the supplement and called her psychiatrist.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.       Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301. 451- 301. 555, the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter.

2.       Notice was served in accordance with law.

3.       The evidence received is sufficient to prove violation(s) of 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE

217. 12( 5).

4.       The evidence received is sufficient cause pursuant to Section 301. 452(b)( 10)&( 12), Texas

Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action against Registered Nurse License Number
794133, and Vocational Nurse License Number 215227,  heretofore issued to MONICA

ROXANNE RICE, including revocation ofRespondent's license(s) to practice nursing in the
State of Texas.
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ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE AGREED and ORDERED, subject to ratification by the Texas

Board of Nursing, that RESPONDENT SHALL receive the sanction of WARNING WITH

STIPULATIONS, and RESPONDENT SHALL comply in all respects with the Nursing Practice Act,

Texas Occupations Code,§§ 301. 001 et seq., the Rules and Regulations Relating to Nurse Education,

Licensure and Practice, 22 TEX. ADM]N. CODE §211. 1 et seq. and this Order.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that,while under the terms ofthis Order,

this Order SHALL apply to any and all future licenses issued to Respondent to practice nursing in

the State of Texas.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable

to Respondent's nurse licensure compact privileges, ifany, to practice nursing in the State ofTexas.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that while Respondent's license(s) is/are

encumbered by this Order, Respondent may not work outside the State ofTexas pursuant to a nurse

licensure compact privilege without the written permission of the Texas Board ofNursing and the

Board ofNursing in the party state where Respondent wishes to work.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED that:

1) RESPONDENT SHALL, within one( 1) year of entry of this Order successfully

complete a course in Texas nursingjurisprudence and ethics. RESPONDENT SHALL obtain Board

approval of the course prior to enrollment only if the course is nict being offered by a pre-approved

provider. Home study courses and video programs will not be approved. In order for the course to

be approved, the target audience shall include nurses.. It shall be a minimum of six ( 6) hours in

length.   The course's content shall include the Nursing Practice Act, standards of practice,

documentation ofcare, principles ofnursing ethics, confidentiality, professional boundaries, and the
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Board's Disciplinary Sanction Policies regarding: Sexual Misconduct; Fraud, Theft and Deception;

Nurses with Substance Abuse, Misuse, Substance Dependency, or other Substance Use Disorder;

and Lying and Falsification.   Courses focusing on malpractice issues will not be accepted.

RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE the sponsoring institution to submit a Verification of Course

Completion form, provided by the Board, to the Office of the Board to verify RESPONDENT'S

successful completion of the course. This course shall be taken in addition to any other courses

stipulated in this Order, if any, and in addition to any continuing education requirements the Board

has for relicensure. Board-approved courses may befound at thefollowing Board website address:

http:// www.bon.texas.gov/disciplinaryaction/stipscourses.html.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, SHOULD RESPONDENT PRACTICE AS A NURSE IN THE

STATE OF TEXAS, RESPONDENT WILL PROVIDE DIRECT PATIENT CARE AND

PRACTICE IN A HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME, OR OTHER CLINICAL SETTING AND

RESPONDENT MUST WORK IN SUCH SETTING A MINIMUM OF SIXTY-FOUR( 64)

HOURS PER MONTH UNDER THE FOLLOWING STIPULATIONS FOR ONE( 1) YEAR

OF EMPLOYMENT.   THE LENGTH OF THE STIPULATION PERIOD WILL BE

EXTENDED UNTIL SUCH TWELVE (12) MONTHS HAVE ELAPSED.  PERIODS OF

UNEMPLOYMENT OR OF EMPLOYMENT THAT DO NOT REQUIRE THE USE OF A

REGISTERED NURSE  ( RN)  OR A VOCATIONAL NURSE  ( LVN)  LICENSE,  AS

APPROPRIATE, WILL NOT APPLY TO THIS STIPULATION PERIOD:

2) RESPONDENT SHALL participate in therapy with a" professional counselor"

possessing credentials approved by the Board. RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE the therapist to

submit written reports, on forms provided by the Board, as to the RESPONDENTS progress in

therapy, rehabilitation and capability to safely practice nursing. The report must indicate whether
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or not the RESPONDENT'S stability is sufficient to provide direct patient care safely. Such reports

are to be furnished each and every month for three( 3) months. If therapy is recommended beyond

the initial three ( 3) months, the reports shall then be required at the end of each three ( 3) month

period for the remainder of the stipulation or until RESPONDENT is dismissed from therapy.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, that upon full compliance with the terms of this Order,

all encumbrances will be removed from RESPONDENT'S license( s) to practice nursing in the State

of Texas and RESPONDENT may be eligible for nurse licensure compact privileges, if any.

BALANCE OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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1

j1ESPONDENZS CERTIFICATION

I understand that I have the right to legal counsel prior to signing this Agreed Order.

I have reviewed this Order. ' neither admit nor deny the violation(s) alleged herein. By my signature

on this Order, I agree to the Findings ofFact, Conclusions ofLaw, Order, and any conditions ofsaid

Order,. to avoid further disciplinary action in this matter. I waive judicial review of this Order. I

understand that this Order is subject to ratification by the Board. When this Order is ratified, the

terms of this Order become effective, and a copy will be mailed to me. I understand that if I fail to

comply with all terms and conditions ofthis Order, I will be subject to investigation anddisciplinary

sanction, including revocation of my license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas, as a

consequence of my noncompliance.

Signed this     -  day of 1 v M 20 14

11\ MA/0 ZrisimAu
I

MONICA ROXANNE RICE, RESPONDENT

1
I

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of  ` 1jev 2ka.

KRIS
A d'  on fin

773wSCommission

Nye flm O Exptrew I
hx e t2, 2ot5 j Notary Public in and for the State of.   I 01Ala

A.     form and substance.

Vic • ria Soto, Attorney for '   m• dent

Signed this, / 4`day of  ,     20d

n94133/215227:230 6-  CIO



WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Texas Board of Nursing does

hereby ratify and adopt the Agreed Order that was signed on the 4th day ofJune, 2014, by MONICA

ROXANNE RICE, Registered Nurse License Number 794133, and Vocational Nurse License

Number 215227, and said Order is final.

Effective this 17th day of July   , 20 14

Kathe ' ne A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN

Executive Director on behalf

of said Board
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FOR THE STATE OF TEXAS ON\ 5'
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In the Matter of

MOMCA ROXANNE RICE ORDER OF g
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PETITIONER for Eligibility for CONDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY a$

Licensure o a
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On the date entered below, the Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Tex

hereinafter referred to as the Board, considered the Petition for Declaratory Order and supporting

documents filed by MONICA ROXANNE RICE, hereinafter referred to as PETITIONER, together

with any documents and information gathered by staff and PETITIONER's Certificate contained

herein. Information received by the Board produced evidence that PETITIONER may have violated

Section 301. 452 et seq., Texas Occupations Code.

PETITIONER waived representation by counsel, notice and hearing, and agreed to

the entry of this Order offered on August 1, 2007, by Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, Executive

Director, subject to ratification by the Board.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.       On or about May 3, 2007, Petitioner submitted a Petition for Declaratory Order requesting
a determination ofeligibility for licensure in compliance with Section 301. 257 et seq., Texas
Occupations Code.

2.       Petitioner waived representation, notice, administrative hearing, and judicial review.

3.       Petitioner is currently enrolled in a Vocational Nursing Program at St. Philip' s College, San
Antonio, Texas, with an anticipated graduation date of December 2007.

4.       Petitioner completed the Petition for Declaratory Order and answered " yes" to Question
Number Six ( 6), which reads in part as follows:  " Within the past five (5) years have you

been diagnosed with, treated, or hospitalizedfor schizophrenia and/orpsychotic disorders,

bipolar disorder,  paranoid personality disorder,  antisocial personality disorder,  or
borderline personality disorder?"
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5.       A letter dated December 11, 2006, was submitted to the Board by Luz Starck, M.D., South
Texas Behavioral Medicine, San Antonio, Texas, stating that Petitioner has been a patient
under his care since August 18, 2006, for the diagnosis of Bipolar Disorder NOS and GAD.
Dr. Starck stated that Petitioner will continue to do well if she takes her psychotropic

medication and keeps seeing her therapist on a regular basis.

6.       Petitioner presented evidence of current fitness to practice vocational nursing.

7.       The safety ofpatients and the public requires that all persons licensed to practice nursing be
fit, and able to consistently practice nursing in autonomous roles under demanding and
stressful conditions.

8.       The Executive Director considered evidence ofPetitioner's mental health history as provided
in §213. 29, 22 Texas Administrative Code.

9.       Licensure ofPetitioner poses no direct threat to the health and safety ofpatients or the public,
provided Petitioner complies with the stipulations outlined in this Order.

10.     The Executive Director' s review of the grounds for potential ineligibility has been made on
the basis of the information provided by Petitioner.

11.     Petitioner has sworn that, with the exception of matters disclosed in connection with the

Petition for Declaratory Order, her past behavior conforms to the Board' s professional
character requirements. Petitioner presented no evidence of behavior which is inconsistent

with the Board' s character requirements in 22 Texas Administrative Code §213.27.

12.     On August 1, 2007, the Executive Director considered evidence ofPetitioner's past behavior
in light of the character factors set out in 22 Texas Administrative Code § 213. 27 and

determined that Petitioner currently demonstrates the criteria required for good professional
character.

13.     In consideration of Petitioner's past conduct and subsequent evidence of rehabilitation, the

Board finds that Petitioner should be declared conditionally eligible to take the National
Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.       The Board ofNurse Examiners has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Section 301. 453,

Texas Occupations Code.

2.       Petitioner has submitted an application in compliance with Section 301. 257, Texas

Occupations Code.
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3.       Petitioner shall immediately notify the Board of any fact or event that could constitute a
ground of ineligibility for licensure under Section 301. 452, Texas Occupations Code.

4.       The Board ofNurse Examiners may license an individual who has a history ofmental illness,
after consideration ofthe criteria set out in 22 Texas Administrative Code§ 213. 29, the Board
determines the Petitioner does not currently pose a direct threat to the health and safety of
patients or the public.

5.       The Board may license an individual with prior behaviors inconsistent with the Board' s
character requirements if, upon evaluation of the factors in 22 Texas Administrative Code

213. 27, the Board is satisfied that the individual is able to consistently conform her conduct
to the requirements of the Nursing Practice Act, the Board' s Rules and Regulations, and
generally accepted standards of nursing practice.

ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that upon meeting the requirements for

graduation and payment of any required fees, MONICA ROXANNE RICE, PETITIONER,  is

CONDITIONALLY ELIGIBLE to sit for the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical

Nurses ( NCLEX-PN' Examination).   PETITIONER SHALL NOT be eligible for temporary

authorization to practice as a Graduate Nurse in the State of Texas.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that PETITIONER SHALL comply in all respects with the

Nursing Practice Act, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas as amended, Texas Occupations Code

301. 001 et seq., the Rules and Regulations Relating to Nurse Education, Licensure and Practice,

22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §211. 01 et seq., and this Order.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable

to PETITIONER' s multistate licensure privilege, if any, to practice vocational nursing in the State

of Texas.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that while PETITIONER's license is

encumbered by this Order the PETITIONER may not work outside the State of Texas pursuant to
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a multistate licensure privilege without the written permission of the State of Texas and the Board

of Nursing in the party state where PETITIONER wishes to work.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that PETITIONER, upon attaining a passing grade on

the NCLEX-PN®,shall be issued a license to practice nursing in the State ofTexas, which shall bear

the appropriate notation and PETITIONER SHALL be subject to the following stipulation.

I)  PETITIONER SHALL participate in therapy with a " professional counselor"

possessing credentials approved by the Board. PETITIONER SHALL CAUSE the therapist to

submit written reports, on forms provided by the Board, as to the PETITIONER'S progress in

therapy, rehabilitation and capability to safely practice vocational nursing. The report must indicate

whether or not the PETITIONER' s stability is sufficient to provide direct patient care safely. Such

reports are to be furnished each and every month for three( 3) months. If therapy is recommended

for beyond three( 3) months, the reports shall then be required at the end of each three ( 3) month

period for one ( 1) year, or until PETITIONER is dismissed from therapy.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, that upon full compliance with the terms of this Order,

PETITIONER SHALL be issued an unencumbered license and multistate licensure privileges, ifany,

to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas.

BALANCE OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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PETITIONER'S CERTIFICATION

I am the Petitioner in this matter.  I have fully and truthfully disclosed all relevant
information in conformity with Rule 213. 29 at Texas Administrative Code.  I certify that my past
behavior, except as disclosed in my Petition for Declaratory Order, has been in conformity with the
Board's professional character rule.   I have provided the Board with complete and accurate

documentation of my past behavior.

In connection with my petition, I acknowledge that I have read and I understand
Section 301. 257, Texas Occupations Code, Section 301. 452 ( a),( b) and ( c), Texas Occupations

Code, and Board Rules 213. 27, 213. 28, and 213. 29 at 22 Texas Administrative Code. I agree with
all terms of this Order, including the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and any stipulations
set out in this Order.  I acknowledge that this Order is stipulated and I understand that I am not
eligible to receive a Graduate Nurse Permit to practice.  I agree to inform the Board ofany other fact
or event that could constitute a ground for denial of licensure prior to registering for the NCLEX-
PN'  Examination or accepting any permit or license from the Board of Nurse Examiners.

I understand that if I fail to comply with all terms and conditions of this Order, I will
be subject to investigation and disciplinary sanction, including revocation of my license to practice
vocational nursing in the State of Texas, as a consequence of my noncompliance.

I understand that I can be represented by an attorney in this matter.   I waive

representation, notice, administrative hearing, and judicial review of this Order and request that the
Board of Nurse Examiners enter this Order.

Signed this 2na day of JCArk       /    ,     0b è.?

MONICA ROXANNE RICE, PETITIONER

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21.4 day of 2.606 .

SEAL 1Aiti,th:41("e.   Sl c,— t     -%

Notary Public in and for the State of Te y.0,5
4.

0AYP0 CRISTOBAL M. SIERRA

Notary Public
0 tit"   Stated Texas

cri. My Comm. Exp. 04- 01- 2009
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WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Board ofNurse Examiners for the

State of Texas does hereby ratify and adopt the Order of Conditional Eligibility that was signed on

the 2"d
day of January  ,   2008  , by MONICA ROXANNE RICE, PETITIONER, for Petition

for Declaratory Order, and said Order is final.

Entered this 12'h
day of February  ,    2008   .

BOARD OF NURSE EXAMINERS

FOR THE STATE OF TEXAS

By:     Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN

Executive Director

on behalf of said Board
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