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A public meeting of the Texas Board of Nursing was held on November 18, 2014 at 333

Guadalupe, Room 3- 460, Austin, Texas, in which the Temporary Suspension of Permanent

Registered Nurse License Number 782418, issued to CHRISTOPHER ADAM VARIN was

considered pursuant to Section 301. 4551, TEXAS OCCUPATIONS CODE. Staff of the Texas Board of

Nursing appeared and presented evidence and information concerning the conduct of

CHRISTOPHER ADAM VARIN and whether his continued practice as a nurse would constitute

a continuing and imminent threat to the public welfare.

After review and due consideration of the evidence and information presented, the Board

finds that the following charge is substantiated:

On or about October 6, 2014, Respondent became noncompliant with the Agreed Order

issued to him by the Texas Board of Nursing on April 11, 2014, which required Respondent to

successfully complete the Texas Peer Assistance Program for Nurses ( TPAPN). Noncompliance

is the result ofRespondent contacting TPAPN and withdrawing from the program. The Order, dated

April 11, 2014, states:

IT IS THEREFORE AGREED and ORDERED that RESPONDENT SHALL

comply with the following conditions for such a time as is required for

RESPONDENT to successfully complete the Texas Peer Assistance Program for

Nurses( TPAPN)."



On or about October 13, 2014, Respondent' s case was closed with TPAPN and referred back to the

Board for further disposition.

The Texas Board of Nursing further finds that, given the nature of the charge concerning

his fitness to practice, the continued practice of nursing by CHRISTOPHER ADAM VARIN

constitutes a continuing and imminent threat to public welfare and that the temporary suspension

of Permanent Registered Nurse License Number 782418, is justified pursuant to Section 301. 4551,

TEXAS OCCUPATIONS CODE.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that, Permanent Registered Nurse License Number

782418, issued to CHRISTOPHER ADAM VARIN, to practice nursing in the State of Texas be,

and the same is/ are, hereby SUSPENDED IMMEDIATELY in accordance with Section 301. 4551,

TEXAS OCCUPATIONS CODE.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a probable cause hearing be conducted in accordance with

Section 301. 455( c) not later than seventeen( 17) days following the date of the entry ofthis order,

and a final hearing on the matter be conducted in accordance with 301. 455( d) not later than the 61$`

day following the date of the entry of this order.

Entered this 18`h
day ofNovember, 2014.

TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

err 1,V
BY:      I"'

KATHE° INE A. THOMAS, MN, RN, FAAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

D4551- 12/ 06/ 2012



In the Matter of
BEFORE THE TEXAS

Permanent Registered Nurse
License Number 782418
Issued to CHRISTOPHER ADAM VARIN,       §
Respondent

BOARD OF NURSING

FORMAL CHARGES

This is a disciplinary proceeding under Section 301. 452( b), Texas Occupations Code. Respondent,
CHRISTOPHER ADAM VARIN, is a Registered Nurse holding License Number 782418, which
is in current status at the time of this pleading.

Written notice of the facts and conduct alleged to warrant adverse licensure action was sent to
Respondent at Respondent's address of record and Respondent was given opportunity to show
compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license prior to commencement of
this proceeding.

CHARGE I.

On or about October 6, 2014, Respondent became noncompliant with the Agreed Order issued to
him by the Texas Board ofNursing on April 11, 2014, which required Respondent to successfully
complete the Texas Peer Assistance Program for Nurses( TPAPN). Noncompliance is the result of

Respondent contacting TPAPN and withdrawing from the program.  The Order, dated April 11,
2014, states:

IT IS THEREFORE AGREED and ORDERED that RESPONDENT SHALL comply with
the following conditions for such a time as is required for RESPONDENT to successfully
complete the Texas Peer Assistance Program for Nurses( TPAPN)."

On or about October 13, 2014, Respondent's case was closed with TPAPN and referred back to the
Board for further disposition.

The above action constitutes grounds for disciplinary action in accordance with Section
301. 452(b)( 1)&( 10), Texas Occupations Code, and is a violation of 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE

217. 12( 3)&( 11)( B).

NOTICE IS GIVEN that staff will present evidence in support of the recommended disposition of
up to, and including, revocation of Respondent' s license/s to practice nursing in the State of Texas
pursuant to the Nursing Practice Act, Chapter 301, Texas Occupations Code and the Board's rules,
22 Tex. Admin. Code§§ 213.27- 213. 33. Additionally, staffwill seek to impose on Respondent the
administrative costs of the proceeding pursuant to Section 301. 461, Texas Occupations Code. The
cost ofproceedings shall include, but is not limited to, the cost paid by the Board to the State Office
ofAdministrative Hearings and the Office of the Attorney General or other Board counsel for legal
and investigative services, the cost ofa court reporter and witnesses, reproduction ofrecords, Board
staff time, travel, and expenses. These shall be in an amount of at least one thousand two hundred
dollars($ 1200. 00).



NOTICE IS GIVEN that all statutes and rules cited in these Charges are incorporated as part of this
pleading and can be found at the Board' s website, www.bon.tgxas. gov.

NOTICE IS GIVEN that to the extent applicable, based on the Formal Charges, the Board will rely
on Adopted Disciplinary Guidelines for Criminal Conduct and on Adopted Disciplinary Sanction
Policies for Nurses with Substance Abuse, Misuse, Substance Dependency, or other Substance Use
Disorder, for Lying and Falsification, for Fraud, Theft and Deception, and for Sexual Misconduct,
which can be found at the Board's website, www.bon.texas.gov.

NOTICE IS GIVEN that, based on the Formal Charges, the Board will rely on the Disciplinary
Matrix, which can be found at www.bon.texas.gov/disciplinaryaction/discp-matrix.html.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that Respondent's past disciplinary history, as set out below and
described in the Order(s) which is/are attached and incorporated by reference as part of these
charges, will be offered in support of the disposition recommended by staff: Order dated April 11,
2014.

Filed this
18th day ofNovember, 2014.

TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

es W. Johnston, General Counsel
Board Certified- Administrative Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

State Bar No. 10838300

Jena Abel, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 24036103

Natalie E. Adelaja, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 24064715

John R. Griffith, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 24079751

Robert Kyle Hensley, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 50511847

John F. Legris, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 00785533

John Vanderford, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 24086670

333 Guadalupe, Tower III, Suite 460
Austin, Texas 78701
P: ( 512) 305- 6811

F: ( 512) 305- 8101 or( 512)305- 7401

Attachments:     Order of the Board dated April 11, 2014
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BEFORE:TILE   :. 4i. S BOARD OF NURSING

In the,Matter of
CONFIDUNTIAL

Registered tkrse License Nvlber 782418 AGREED ORDER FOR

101 to CHRSTOpliKR ADM vARIN PM ASSiSTANbE PROGRAM

On this day the. texas Bo: I; of Nursing, hereinafter referred to as the Board,

considered the metterof CITRIrOPHER. 11' r"°.  •  VARIN.; ItegiStOeci Nutle 1400$0, N* 110:

i
782418, hereinafter referred to asi Respond

Inforintitionre** fttlieB4 :''.produced evidence thatRespondentrnaybesablect
I

todisnipatit pursuant toSection, 1452(b)(414(12)8( 11),and 301 453, texas Occupations:Cade.

ReSpOndent Waived infOrrnal:p0iiedings, n rile* and hearing, and agreed to the.entry ofthis Order.

offered underthe authority of Sefstion 30 466(4), Texas 0oCtipationt Code, and approved by

Kat4erinelk- Thomas, MN,       FAAN, bX. eutive Director, on February 26,.2014.

I  -
fiND

it
98.0Zykt

I
1:,       Friorto theinstitution ofA., genCyP .;,• a ngs, nOticeOfthe matters specifted,below in these

Findings ofFact WasSerired on R-'.`,,ondent and Respondent was given an opportunity to
show compliance.with all requiretn,  ts ofthe law forretention of the license(s).

2..      Respondent waived infOrnial procee iings,notice and hearing, and agreed to theentry of this
Order.  •      i      .

1 Respondent is currently licensed to . ractice professional ntarsirig in the.State cif Texas.

4.      Respondent received an 4asneiste, El glee inNtasingfrorn Excelsior College, Albany,New
York, on:February 1, 1996. Respon. t it was licensed topractice professional nursing in the
State of Texas on July 2,11996.

5,       Respondent's nursing exnployment , story includes:

I
07/ 1996- 08/ 2009 U a 13;vn

782418: 169
C40( 2013.09.on



Respondent's nursing employmenthi: cry continued:

09/ 20.09- 96r2tY13 RN Chtistds Spot System

Corpus Christi; Texas.

01/ 20.11 a 0612011 4 RN NOithetkat NfOthOdtit.i
Saii MOO,TOX40

060.13.-*Present:       AN Pr.esenilWIY104ioa:Car.e
COOS Chriatli TOO.

6. •    At the offt.:incident?Respond,  tWAS:einployalts-aAegisterg4Nurwwith'Cluista
SpoluttlealtliSysierm,,     " us Christi exas, and liadbeert ifithisPositionfor apprOiritnatel

thii4  ( 1).$7,011.0i14,   1netr:('  0004     .

7.       On oraboutMay 26, 201; through y.30, 2611, while employed as. a Registered Nurse
System orpus Christi, Text*, Respondent Misappropriated

Dilaudid belonging to the facility 14 Patients. thereof in that be admitted to taking the
Dilaudid for hisiperierittlite. Respori,denea.conduct.Watilkelytodifiaud the facility and
patients thereofof the cost° Meal-  Wiens.

8;       on or about May 26, 2O1 thrOUgh J:.ay 30, 2013; wtheemployed:as a Registered Nurse
willrehristus;Spolm Health Syste us.Cbristi, Tash:itesp.ondentlackeditnesslo.
praelicenurshttinithtitheladititted vtaking:Dilandid fronvthela011/.0** U3130104 use

tiAttt* Itlieneeded,    lielp; Respondent' conditiondotlattip could have affeetedillattbilitylo reoli
subtlesigns,:symptomsoribangesin Its!

conditionsrandeouldhaveaffected hisability

tomakerationaliaccurateoutdepprol
to assesamenta, jiidginents, and decisions regarding

patient Care, therebYplechig thepail
I,    

in potential danger.

9.       In response to Findings ofFactN   *bars Seven(. 7) and Bight.(8), Respondent states his

personnel record has a * Id writ note that indicates that no patient received any

Medication that was not ordered,. st, : pondent states the note reflects an admission of
misappropriation, but the inote:was t signed.

10.     The RespOndentit condoet as deicri. t,   in the preceding Finding(s) of Fact was reportable
under the provisions of Sections 3 ) l 61,301.419, Texas Occupations Code.

11,     The Board finds that thee exists ous risks to public health and safety as a result of

impaired nursing care due to intlI., 'Orate use of controlled substances or chemical

dependency.

Respondent's condikt as described: Ithepreceding Finding(s) Of Fact resulted from or was
significantly influenced by Respond • Vesubstance use disorder.:

13,     Re:spend:04ft ConipliarkoSththetd ofaBoardapproved peer assistance program should

besuffiCient to protect patients and ;I, e public.

782411: 169
2-     C40( 2013. 09.01)



CON '

L.      Pursuant to Texas:Occ4pations Cl e, Sections 301. 45:1- 301.A55; theBoard has judiction
over

2:      Notice:was:served in Otbitiaiit;61
3 The evidence # 041-14 is sum 64: to prove violation(s) of 22 TEx ADMIN CODE

t 2l7,1 1OKA440** and 22 ADM. CODE :1217A4( 1)( A),(1)( B),(4)0),(6)(6),

4000'

4.       TheaVidenoe tiberiredlis tiufa0.t b..antepursuarit to,Sectiop3OlAM)(19),'( 12)1(0)„
Texas Otetipations C44a, to lei'. :disciplinary action against Registered Nurse License
Number- 782418,      ,,•-tofcgecf,   ed to CHRTSPRITAX: ADAM' YAM np to, and
including,-revoeition ReeePed: t'$lieenie(s).tb-praCtiCen* Silig in theSt4terbrTcx4.

I5.       The Board may, in1ts4iscretion, ,:.rdera nurse to participate In a peer assistance:program

appmedliy theaoardlitthellittl:' wotilti otherwise have been eligible for referral to peer
assistance pininiarittp* ctiOn 30 41Q; Texas OccupOtiOns.Code.

ana

IT IS.tEE:  kV:113AG i andORDERED thatRESPONDENTSHALLcomply

with the folloving,condidO41! fbr such    . 1, e as- is required for RESPONDENT to successfully

complete the Texas:Peer:AssistancePro       . forNurses( TPAPN);

1) RESPONDL* S    :     within forty-five( 45) daysfollowing the date° fatty

ofthis:fmal Order,:applyto.TP4PNand S L, Within ninety.(90)daystellowingthe date of entry

of this final Order, sign. andi execute t ie TPAPN participation agreement and complete the

enrollment proOCss, Which SHIALL inclu e payment of a non-refUndablO participation fee in the

amount ofAve:hundred dollars( 066.'00)  : yabte.to TPAPN.

2) Upon.accep* noehrio'   ' TPAPN, RESPONDENT SHALL waive confidentiality

andprovida soppy oftheexectited participation agreement to the Texas Board ofNursing.

3)  RESPONDt;NT S 11 comply with all requirements of the TPAPN

782418: 169 3 -     C40( 2013. 09.01)



participation agreement during itS term and
4,  

ALL keep all applicable license(s) to practice nursing

in the State of Texas current.

4) RESPONDENT SHAL CAUSE the TPAPN to notify the Texas Board of

Nursing of any violation of the TPAPN p cipation agreement.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED ;, d ORDERED, RESPONDENT SHALL comply in all

respects with the Nursing Practicie Act, Te   - Occupations Code, Section §§301, 001 et seq., the

Rules and Regulations Relating io Nurse ucation, Licensure and Practice, 22 TEX. ADMIN.

CODE§ 211, 1 et seq. and this Order.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED d ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable

to Respondent's nurse licensure otirtpact pri leges, if any, to practice nursing in the State ofTexas.
IT IS FURTHER AGREED:  • ORDERED that while Respondent' s license(s) is/ are

encumbered by this Order, Respondent ma not work outside the State of Texas pursuant to a

multistate licensure privilege with4ut the wri en permission ofthe Texas Board ofNursing and the
Board ofNursing in the party state where R pondent wishes to work.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED th t, while RESPONDENT remains in compliance with
the terms ofthis Order, this Order shall remai    • rtftdential in accordance with the authority outlined

in Section 301, 466(d), Texas Occupations C le. However, should Respondent fail to successfully
complete the terms ofthis Order or should Re ondentcommit a subsequent violation ofthe Nursing
Practice Act or Board Rules, this 00er shall •  treated as prior disciplinary action and will become

public information.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED,   BOUM RESPONDENT fail to comply with this

Order or the terms ofthe participation agreem nt with the TPAPN, such noncompliance will result
in further disciplinary action including EYLER(  NCY SUSPENSION pursuant to Section 301. 4551,
782418: 169 4-       

C40( 2013,09. 01)



Texas Ocoupations:Code, orREVOCATI NofRespondenetlioelise(S) findtit*    Conipaet

Olviltgell, f4nopacdce4uisjngIn Ike State.°Ilexes,

BALANciorpm3 INTENTIONALLY LEFTBLANK,

COM D ONNEXT PAGE,

782411:169 5-
t C40( 2013: 09. 01)



134/ e / 2014,  114,06 361.8.07865;   FLORES LAW FIRM PAGE 86/ a

10,SPO , 1, ENTS:„CERTIFICATION

Ittilderiatindthitt thaVe I - lighttOlegal OnnielPtiot tO Signing Ulla.Agteed.Order.
I have: reYiewed: this: Order.:  rnek.. , ' adailt nor denY the 40104on(a): alleged herein,  I 4o

acknowledge- possessing. a diagnosis  ',“  deems me, eligible to parilcipate..in:-the Texas Peer

Assiatance-Prognun.for:Nuraea.. By ,,,, , iginituts:on this Order,.I'agree...to the Firidingi.of Feet,.

Conclusions ofLaw, and.ConditiOnt On- ' 1)' through four( 4) oftlis:Order toObtain.diepoeition.of
the-allegationslitoughpber asalstanoe• topoltther ilisciplinaryscitonlnithismatter,.l we've
judic.ialreviewoftlaiiOrdec tundnrs., .. .   this Orderbecomes effectiveuponacceptanc4 by the
Executive bisector on behalf of the.1`....., BoarctofNurshig, and i coprwillhe.malled to me, I

I
unamstand.tbnylf rfall to tontlyvilth , ; terms iancl:conditiotis Ottlils.Order, I willto subject:to.

Iinyeatigationand disolpliniuysanctioni  . i udintrevocation ofiny.lionse(s)-topracticanuraing:In
the:State-of tex!is, as.acensectueace.oz.,. 14 tiOaCiOnittPrA

II

kl f fli.,-... :.. thit le       .    20E41.

ADAM v." 4-117, j-, .iiii:' •to.-"T i7Tic-
L

Sworn to and subscribed before me Cthis.  i  - day of Ikl. f i 1      *./ 011
SEAL

4- 1 , XA IPnblie in.and for theState of ti  '—.. f

1: Fil.- 4.t;  Ole
as to' '*,finiandrsubstande.

A44

4  •       AS  : eA st: i siii,''    -- -.. — --------'..-•

0..."'
74%.

7 .' '!..74.°'''   
or Respondent

1 i ki •1
I.-. this. day of,.A.1Y.... .1...1..1 20 '  (

7824i ea6'   6-     
C40 001109;01)



WHEREFORE PREMIS CONSIDERED, the Executive Director, on behalfofthe

Texas Board of Nursing, does; hereby a I  . t and enter the Confidential Agreed Order for Peer

Assistance Program that was signed on  1 9th8n day of April 2014    , by

CHRISTOPHER ADAM VARIN Re  <gi red Nurse License Number 782418, and said Order is
final.

f

literal and ffective this 11t       ,

day of April    , 2014    . '

447274a)
5:0     . 1      •.     Katherine A Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN

111111 .
s0.

44.
Executive D tor on behalf

4CP,,.    •'. of,said.Boar.

lhtstobesbwCOY
of ° exec* on M NA l IAA

T
I J1  . of Nursing

A"

782418: 169 7
C40( 2013. 09.01)


