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On this day the Texas Board of Nursing, hereinafter referred to as the Board,
considered the matter of CYNTHIA MORROW, Registered Nurse License Number 642237,
hereinafter referred to as Respondent. This action was taken in accordance with Section 301 453(c),
Texas Occupaﬁons Code.

Respondent waived representation by counsel, informal proceedings, notice and
hearing, and agreed to the entry of this Order.

The Board makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

AAAAA

Prior to the institution of Agency proceedings, notice of the matters s pecifiedbelow inthese— — —
Findings of Fact was provided to Respondent and Respondent was given an opportunity to
show compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license(s).

J—
.

2. - Respondent waived representation by counsel, informal proceedings, notice and hearing, and
agreed to the entry of this Order.

3. Respondent is currently licensed to practice professional nursing in the State of Texas.
4, Respondent received a Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing from Midwestern State University,
Wichita Falls, Texas, on May 1, 1997. Respondent was licensed to practice professional

nursing in the State of Texas on June 30, 1997.

5. Respondent's employment history is unknown.
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10.

11.

12.

On or about July 16, 2013, Respondent was issued an Agreed Order by the Texas Board of
Nursing which required her to participate and successfully complete the Texas Peer
Assistance Program for Nurses. A copy of the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and
Agreed Order dated July 16, 2013, is attached and incorporated by reference as part of this
order.

On or about May 20, 2014, Respondent became noncompliant with the Agreed Order issued
to her by the Texas Board of Nursing on July 16, 2013. Noncompliance is the result of
Respondent's failure to comply with all requirements of the Texas Peer Assistance Program
for Nurses (TPAPN) participation agreement in that she produced a specimen for a drug
screen, which resulted positive for Ethyl Glucuronide and Ethyl Sulfate, both metabolites
of Alcohol. Stipulation Number Three (3) of the Agreed Order dated July 16, 2013, states:

"(3) RESPONDENT SHALL comply with all requirements of the TPAPN participation
agreement during its term and SHALL keep all applicable license(s) to practice nursing in
the State of Texas current.”

On or about May 20, 2014, Respondent was dismissed from TPAPN and referred to the
Board.

Formal Charges were filed on July 7, 2014,
Charges were mailed to Respondent on July 8, 2014.

Respondent, by her signature to this Order, expresses her desire to voluntarily surrender her
license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

The Board policy implementing Rule 213.29 in effect on the date of this Agreed Order
provides discretion by the Executive Director for consideration of conditional reinstatement

after proofof twelve (12) consecutive months of abstinence from alcohol and drugs followed

by licensure limitations/stipulations and/or peer assistance program participation.

The Board finds that there exists serious risks to public health and safety as a result of
impaired nursing care due to intemperate use of controlled substances or chemical

dependency.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301.451-301.555, the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter.

Notice was served in accordance with law.
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3. The evidence received is sufficient to prove violation(s) of 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §217.12(9)
& (11)(B).

4. The evidence received is sufficient cause pursuant to Section 301.452(b)(1) & (10), Texas
Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action against Registered Nurse License Number
642237, heretofore issued to CYNTHIA MORROW, including revocation of Respondent's
license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

5. Under Section 301.453(c), Texas Occupations Code, the Board has the authority to accept
the voluntary surrender of a license.

6. Under Section 301.453(d), Texas Occupations Code, as amended, the Board may impose
conditions for reinstatement of licensure.

7. Any subsequent reinstatement of this license will be controlled by Section 301.453 (d), Texas
Occupations Code, and 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §213.26-.29, and any amendments thereof in
effect at the time of the reinstatement.

ORDER
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED and ORDERED that the VOLUNTARY
SURRENDER of Registered Nurse License Number 642237, heretofore issued to CYNTHIA
MORROW, to practice nursing in the State of Texas, is accepted by the Texas Board of Nursing.
In connection with this acceptance, the Board imposes the following conditions:

1. RESPONDENT SHALL NOT practice professional nursing, use the title
"registered nurse" or the abbreviation "RN" or wear any insignia identifying
herself as a registered nurse or use any designation which, directly or
indirectly, would lead any person to believe that RESPONDENT is a
registered nurse during the period in which the license is surrendered.

2. RESPONDENT SHALL NOT petition for reinstatement of licensure until:
one (1) year has elapsed from the date of this Order; and, RESPONDENT has
obtained objective, verifiable proof of twelve (12) consecutive months of
sobriety immediately preceding the petition.

3. Upon petitioning for reinstatement, RESPONDENT SHALL satisfy all then
existing requirements for relicensure.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable
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to Respondent's nurse licensure compact privileges, if any, to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

BALANCE OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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RESPONDENT'S CERTIFICATION

Tunderstand that [ have the right to legal counsel priorto signing this Agreed Order.
1 waive representation by counsel, I have reviewed this Order. I neither admit nor deny the
violation(s) alleged herein. By my signatute on this Order, I agree to the Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law, Order, and any conditions of said Order, to avoid further disciplinary action in
this matter. I waive judicial review of this Order. 1understand that this Order becomes final when
accepted by the Executive Director at which time the terms of this Order become effective and a

copy will be mailed to me.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this dayof . 520

SEAL

N'otar_y Public'in and for the State of i}
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WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Executive Director on behalf ofthe
Texas Board of Nursing does hereby accept the voluntary surrender of Registered Nurse License

Number 642237, previously issued to CYNTHIA MORROW.

Effectivethis __6th _ day of __August ,20_14

m%«/

Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN
Executive Director on behalf
of said Board
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In the Matter of ‘ §  ACREED
Registered Nurss License Number 642237 § -
issued to CYNTHIA MORROW § ORDER

On this day the Texas ﬁoard of Nursing, hereinafter referred to as the Board,
considered the matter of CYNTHIA MORROW, Registered Nurse Lic;:nse Number 642237,
hereinafler referred to as Respondent.

'lnformationxeceivedghytheBoard;producedevidencetlmt,Respondentmay'bqsubj‘ect

to discipline pursuant to éection 301.452(b)’(;1 0) & (12) and 301.453, Texas Occupations Code.
Respondent waived represenitation bycqunsel,iﬁforma!«moceedings,mmice and hearing, and agreed
~ tothe entry of this:Ordex approved:by Katherine A, Thoinas, MN, RN, FAAN, Bxecutive Director,
on May 17, 2013,

L. Priorto the:instituﬁon‘QﬂAgenoy:praeeedﬁngs',gnotiﬁce ofthematters specified below In these
) Findings.of Fact was served:on Respondent and Regpondent was given an opportunity to
show compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license(s).

2, Respondent waived representation by counse, informal proceedings, notice and hearing, and
agreed to the entry of this Order.

3. Respondent is currently Hicensed to Ppractice professional nursing in the State of Texas.

4. Respondentreceived a Baccalaureate Degreein Nursing from Midwestern State University,
Wichita Falls, Texas, on May 1, 1997. Respondenit was licensed to practice proféssional.
nursing in the State of Texas on June 30, 1997,

5 Respondent's professional nursing employment history is unknown,
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10.

1.

On or about February 2010, Respondent lacked fitness to practice nursing in that she was
admitted into an alcohol abuse treatment center and subsequently diagnosed with Major
Depression Disorder and Alcohol Dependency. Respondent's condition could have affected
her ability to recognize subtle signs, symptoms ot changes in patient’s conditions, and could
have affected her ability to make rational, accurate, anduppropriate assessments, judgments,

and decisions regarding patient care, thereby placing the patients in potential danger.

On orabout July 4,2011, Respondent pled guilty to "DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED,"
a Misdemeanor Offense committed on February 11, 2010, in the County Court at Law No.
2, Wichita County, Texas, under Cause No. 07-7999-51873-F. Asaresultofthe conviction,
Respondent was sentenced to confinement in the Wichita County Jail fora period of three
(3) days and ordered {o pay a fine in the amount offive hundred dollars ($500.00).

The Respondent's conduct as described in the preceding Finding(s) of Fact was reportable
under the provisions.of Sections-301.401-301.419, Texas Occupations. Code.

The Board finds that there exists serious risks to public health and safety as a result of
impaired nursing care due to intemperate nse of controlled substances or chemical
dependency. ‘

Inresponse to the incidents in Findifigs of Fact Numbers Six (6) and Seven(7), Respondent
admits that she voluntarily-admitted herself into an alcohol abuse treatment center and she
has been attending AA mectings regularly. Respondent attached copics of the
discharge/aftercareplans, AA attendance sheets, and letters from hercounselors. Respondent
states that hee.relapse prevention: plansconsists of maintaining a sponsor, Attending AA
meetings on aregular basis, working'the 12 step program and keeping a phone list of AA
members with her at all times. Respondent further states that.on Februaty 11, 2010 she left
arestaurant after shie hind been drinking alcohol and had 2 car accident when she was driving
home. Respondent states that she realizes she did not use good judgment in her decisionto

get behind the wheel.of a car.after consuming alcohol,

Respondent's conduct as described in the preceding Finding(s) of Fact resulted from or was
significantly influenced by Respondent's substance use disorder.

Respondent's compliance with the terras ofa Board approved peer assistance program should
be:sufficient to protect patients and the public.

Pursuant to Texas Ocoupations dee, Sections 301.451-301.455, the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter.

Notice: was served in accordance with law, RECEIVED 0L 25 201
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3. The evidence received is sufficient to prove violation(s) of 22 TEX. ADMIN, CODE
§217.12(1)(A), (5) & (13).

4, Theevidencereceived is sufficient cause pursuant to Section 301.452(b)(10) & (12), Texas
Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action against Registered Nurse License Number
642237, heretofore issued to CYNTHIA MORROW, up to, and including, revocation of
Respondent's license(s) to-practice nursing in the:State of Texas.

e The Board may; in its discrstion, order a-nurse to participate in a peer assistance program
approved by the Board if the nurse would otherwise have been eligible for referral to peer
assistance putsuant to Section 301.410, Texas Occupations Code.

IT1S THEREFOREAGREED and ORDERED that RESPONDENT SHALL comply
with the following .conditions for such a time as is required for RESPONDENT to successfully
complete the TexasLPce&Assistar‘icuProgmmfoﬂ\furses-(TPAPN): _

(1) RESPONDENT SHALL, within forty-five (45) days following the date of entry
of this finat Order, apply to TPAPN and SHALL, within ninety (90) days fallowing the date of entry
of this final Order, sign and execute the TPAPN participation agreement and complete the
enrollment process; which. SHALL include payment of a-non-refundable participation fes in the
amount of five hundred dollars ($500.00) payableto TPAPN.

(2) Uponacceptance into the TPAPN, RESPONDENT SHALL waive confidentiality
and provide a copy of theexecuted TPAPN participation agreement to the Texas Board of Nursing.

- (3) RESPONDENT SHALL comply with all requirements of the TPAPN
patticipationagreemetit during itstetm and SHALL keep all applicable license(s) to practice nursing
in'the State of Texas-current,

@ RESPONDENT SHALL CAUSE the TPAPN to notify the Texas Board of

RECEIVED Jy. 2 5 201
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Nursing of any violation of the TPAPN participation agreement,

IT1S FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED, RESPONDENT SHALL comply inall
respects with the Nursing Practice Act, Texas Occupations Code, Section §§301.001 ef seq., the
Rules and Regulafions Relating to Nurse Edueation, Licensure and Practice, 22 TEX. ADMIN. |
CODE §211.1 ef seq. and this Order.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable
to Respondent's nurse licensure compact privileges, if any, to pructicc;mrsing in the State of Texas,

ITISFURTHER AGREED and éRDERED that while Respondent'slicense(s) is/ate
encumbered by this Orpder, Rcspox{dent may not work outside the State of Texas pursuant to a‘
multistate lic‘emﬁre privilege-withoutthe wiltten permission of the Texas Board of Nursing and the
Board of Nursing in the party state where Respondent wishies 1o ~z§vofk;

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, SHOULD RESPONDENT fail to comply with this
Order or the terms of the participation agreement with the TPAPN, such noncompliance will result
infurther disciplinary actionincluding EMERGENCY SUSPENSION pursusntto Section 301,4551,
Texas Occupaﬁonﬁ de@,o&tkéVbGAﬂON of Respondent's license(s)and nurse licensure compact
privileges, if Any, to practice nursing in the State of TFexas,

BALANCE OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.
‘CONTINUED.ON NEXT PAGE.
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Tunderstand that I heve (he right to legal counsel prior to signing this Agreed Order.
1 waive representation by counsel. I have reviewed this Order. I-neither admit nor deny the
violation(s) alleged herein. I do acknowledge possessing a diagnosis that deems me eligible to
patticipate in the Texas Peer Assistance Program for ﬁu‘mes. By my signature on this Order, Lagree
to the Findings of Fact, Conclusions ,of'Law‘,» and Conditions One (1) through Four (4) of this Order
to obtain disposition of the allegations through peer assistance and to avoid further disciplinary
action in this matter, I waive judicial review of this Order. Iunderstand that this Order becomes
effective nponraccepmne;-bythe-Exewﬁve Director on behalf of the Texas Board of Nursing, and
acopy will be mailed to xji;‘e_.\ deem63@ if 1 fhil to conmply withall terms and eonditions of this
Order, 1 will be subject to investigation and diseiplinary sanction, tucluding revocation of my

license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texds, a3-a consequence of my noncompliance,

RECEIVED gy, 2 5 2013
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WHEREFORE PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Executive Director, on behalfof the
Texas Board of Nursing, does hereby accept and enter tkc Agreed Order that was signed on the __

15 dayof July . ... . 2003  byCYNTHIA MORROW, Registered Nurse License

Number 642237, and said Order is final.

“»“””Hh

’?
SoFEts,

Entered and effective this 16" day of _July ;2013

Katherine A, Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN

- ;m.., ,ﬁ\@‘ o _ Executive Director on behalf
of said Board
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