BEFORE THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING
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In the Matter of Vocational Nurse § REINSTATEMENT

License Number 191372

§
issued to DENNIS RAY ABBS JR §  AGREED ORDER
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| On thié day came to be considered by the Texas Board of Nursing, hereinafter referred to
as the Board, the Petition for Re_instatement of Vocational Nurse License Number 191372, held by DENNIS
RAY ABBS JR, hereinafter referred to as Petitioner. '

An informal conference was held on October 29, 2013, at the office of the Texas Board of
Nursing, in accordance with Section 301.464, Texas Occupations Code.

Petitioﬁer’s informal conference was conducted telephonically. Petitioner was notified of
his right to be represented by legal counsel and elected to waive representation by counsel. In attendance
were Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN, Executive Director; Jena Abel, Assistant General Counsel;
Anthony L. Diggs, MSC]J, Director, Enforcement Division; Gary Siebert, RN, Investigator; and Carolyn

Hudson, Investigator.
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Prior to institution of Agency proceedings, notice of the matters specified below in these Findings
of Fact was served on Petitioner and Petitioner was given an opportunity to show compliance with '
all requirements of the law for retention of the license(s).

2. Petitioner waived representation by counsel, notice and hearing, and consented to the entry of this
Order. :
3. Petitioner received a Certificate in Vocational Nursing from Kingwood College, Kingwood, Texas,

on August 6, 2003. Petitioner was originally licensed to practice vocational nursing in the State of
Texas on October 28, 2003.
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Petitioner's vocational nursing employment history includes:

2003 - 2011 LVN VA Medical Center

Houston, Texas

2008 - 2009 LVN Supplemental Health Care Staffing

Houston, Texas

2008 - 2010 LVN - Ultra Staff

Houston, Texas

2008 - 2010 LVN Angel Staffing, Inc.

San Antonio, Texas

2009 - 2010 LVN Quality Care

Dallas, Texas

2009 - 2011 LVN Summit Health

Novi, Michigan

11/2011 - Present Not employed in nursing

On November 8, 2011, Petitioner's license to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas was

revoked by the Texas Board of Nursing. A copy of the November 8, 2011, Order, Findings of Fact,
and Conclusions of Law, is attached and incorporated, by reference, as a part of this Order.

On or about April 16,2003, Petitioner submitted a Petition for Reinstatement of License to practice

vocational nursing in the State of Texas.

7.1

7.2.

7.3.

191372:204

Petitioner presented the following in support of his petition:

Letter of support, dated February 27, 2013, from Ida Dill, Certified Christian Counselor,
states that she has known Petitioner for over twenty (20) years and he has always been
honest, accountable, trustworthy, and reliable. Ms. Dill states that Petitioner’s nursing skills
and professionalism in the nursing field is impeccable. Petitioner holds his patients and
clients to the highest standards of nursing.

Letter of support, dated April 5, 2013, from Rose Johnson, states that she has kndwn

‘Petitioner for over forty-eight (48) years, and he has a positive outlook on life. Petitioner

displays integrity, reliability, trustworthiness, honesty, and accountability. Ms. Johnson
states that Petitioner honors promises. and keeps obligations whether personal or
professional. Petitioner’s nursing skills are impeccable.

* Verification of successful completion of twenty (20) Type I Continuing Education Contact

Hours.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301 451-301.555, the Board has jurisdiction over this
matter.
2. Pursuant to Section 301.467, Texas Occupations Code, the Board may refuse to issue or renew a

license, and may set a reasonable period that must lapse before reapplication. Pursuant to 22 TEX.
ADMIN. CODE §213.26, the Board may impose reasonable conditions that a Petitioner must satisfy
before reissuance of an unrestricted license. :
ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE AGREED, subject to ratification by the Texas Board of Nursing, that
the petitiqn of DENNIS RAY ABBS JR, Vocational Nurse License Number 191372, to préctice nursing in
the state of Texas, be and the same is hereby GRANTED, AND SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING
STIPULATIONS SO LONG AS THE PETITIONER complies in all respects with the Nursing Practice Act,
Texas Occupations Code, §301.001 ef seq., the Rules and Regulations Relating to Nurse Education,
Licensure and Practice, 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §211.1 et. seq. and the stipulations contained in this
Order:
IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that, while under the térms of this Order, this
A Order SHALL apply to any and all future licenses issued-to Petitioner to practice nursing in the State of
Texas.
IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable to
Petitioner’s nurse licensure compact privileges, if any, to practice nursing in the State of Texés.
IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that while Petitioner's license(s) is/are
encumbered by this Order, Petitioner may not work out;ide the State of Texas pursuant to a nurse licensure
compact privilege without the written permission of the State of Texas and the Board of Nursing in the party

state where Petitioner wishes to work.
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(1) PETITIONER SHALL NOT seek employment or practice nursing for compensation until

has completed the following pre-licensure conditions and obtained a license to practice vocational nursing
from the Board.

(2) PETITIONER SHALL pay all re-registration fees and be issued a license to practice
vocational nursing in the State of Texas, which shall bear the appropriate notation. Said license issued to
DENNIS RAY ABBS JR, shall be subject to the following agreed post-licensure probation conditions:

(3) PETITIONER SHALL pay a monetary fine in the amount of two hundred fifty ($250.00)
dollars. PETITIONER SHALL p;ay this fine within foﬂy—ﬁve (45) days of relicensure. Payment is to be |
made directly to the Texas Board of Nursing in the form of cashier's check or U.S. money order. Partial
payments will not be accepted.

(4) PETITIONER SHALL, within one (1) year of relicensure, successfully complete a
course in Texas nursing jurisprudence and ethics. PETITIONER SHALL obtain Board approval of the
course prior to enrollment only if the course is pot being oﬁ'erc?d by a pre-approved pfovider. Home study
courses and video programs will not be approved. In order for the course to be approved, tiae target
audience shall 'inqiude hurses. It shallbe a mlmmum of six (6) hours in Iengtﬁ. The course's content shall
include the Nursing Practice Act, standards of practice, documentation of care, principles of nursing ethics,
confidentiality, professional boundaries, and the Board's Disciplinary Sanction Policies regarding: Sexual
Misconduct; Fraud, Theft and Deception; Nursés with Substance Abuse, Misuse, Substance Dependency,
or other Substance Use Disorder; and Lying and Falsification. Courses focusing on malpractice issues will
not be accepted. PETITIONER SHALL CAUSE the sponsoring institution to submit a Verification of

Course Completion form, provided by the Board, to the Office of the Board to verify PETITIONER'S
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successful completion of the course. This course shall be taken in addition to any other courses stipulated

in this Order, if any, and in addition to any continuing education requirements the Board has for relicensure.
Board-approved courses may be found at the following Board website address:

http.//'www.bon.texas.gov/disciplinaryaction/stipscourses.html.

(5) PETITIONER SHALL, within one (1) year of relicensure, successfully complete the
course “Sharpening Critical Thinking Skills,” a 3.6 contact hour online program provided by the National
Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) Learning Extension. In order to receive credit for completion
of this program, PETITIONER SHALL SUBMIT the continuing education certificate of cbmpletion for this
program to the Board's office, to the attention of Monitoring. This course is to be taken in addition to any
continuing >education requirements the Board may have for relicensure. Board-approved courses may be
fSound at the following Board website address:
http://www.bon.texas.gov/disciplinaryaction/stipscourses. html.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, that upon full compiiance with the terms of this Order, all
encumi)rances will be removed from PETITIONER'S license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas and

PETITIONER may be eligible for nurse licensure compact privileges, if any.

BALANCE OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
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PETITIONER'S CERTIFICATION

I understand that I have ‘the right to legal counsel prior to signing this Reinstatement Agreed Order.
I waive representation by counsel. I certify that my past behavior, except as disclosed in my Petition for
Reinstatement of Licensure,v has been in conformity with the Board's professional character rule. I have
provided the Board with complete and accurate documentation of my past behavior in violation of the penal
law of any jurisdiction which was disposed of through any procedure short of convictions, such as:
conditional discharge, deferred adjudication or dismissal, I have no criminal prosecution pending in any
jurisdiction.

I have reviewed this Order. By my signat‘uré on this Order, I .agr.ée to the Findings of Faét, |
Concluéions of Law, Order, é.nd any conditions of said Order. I waive judicial review of this Order. I'
understand that this Order is subject to ratification by‘the Board. When this Order is ratified, the terms of
this Order become effective, and a copy will be mailed to me. Iagree to inform the Board of any other fact
or event that ceuld constitute a ground for denial of licensure pribr to reinstating my license to practice
* vocational nursing in the state of Texas. I understand that if I fail to comply with all terms and conditions

of this Order, my license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas will be revoked, as a consequence of

cois A ot DWM%,@
i m

DENNIS RAY ABBS etltlongr

Sworn to and subscribed before me this !‘:‘ day of M 2013;
SEAL o 9\/ %

my noncompliance.

Notary Public in and for the State of T&X01S

My Commission Expires
June 06, 2017
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WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Texas Board of Nursing does hereby ratify

and adopt the Reinstatement Agreed Order that was signed onthe __4th  day of __December _, 2013,

by DENNIS RAY ABBS-JR, Vocational Nurse License Number 191372, and said Order is final.

Effective this __ 23rd__ dayof ___ January __ 2014.

Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN, FAAN
Executive Director on behalf

of said Board
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BEFORE THE ELIGIBILITY

IN THE MATTER OF §
PERMANENT CERTIFICATE § AND DISCIPLINARY )
* NUMBER 191372 § COMMITTEE :;
ISSUED TO § OF THE TEXAS f;
DENNIS RAY ABBS JR. § BOARD OF NURSING ]

ORDER OF THE BOARD

TO:  Dennis Ray Abbs Jr.
P.O. Box 682412
Houston, Texas 77268
- During open meeting held in Austin, Texas, on Tuesday, November 8, 2011, the Eligibility
and Disciplinary Committee (hereinafter "Committee") heard the above-styled case, based on the
failure of the Respondent to appear as required by 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE Ch. 213.
The Committee of the Texas Board of Nursing finds that notice of the facts or conduct

~ alleged to warrant disciplinary action has been provided to Respondent in accordance with Texas

Government Code §2001 .054(c) and Respondent has been given an opportunity to show compliance -

with all the requirements of the Nursing Practice Act, chapter 301 of the Texas Occupations Code,

-~ for retention of Respondent's license to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas.

The Committee finds that the Formal Charges were properly initiated and filed in accordance

with section 301.458, Texas Occupations Code.

The Committee finds that after proper and timely Notice regarding the violations alleged in
the Formal Charges was given to Respondent in this matter, Responderit has failed to appear in
accordance with 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE Ch. 213. |

“The Cornmittge finds that the Board is authorized to enter a default order pursuant to Texas
Government Code § 2001.056.

‘The Eligibility and Disciplinary Committee, after review and due consideration, adopts the
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proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law as stated in the Formal Charges which are attached

hereto and incorporated by reference for aﬂ purposes and the Staff's recémmended sanction of
revocation by default. This Order will be properly served on all parties and all parties will be given
an oppo;'tunity to file a motion for rehearing [22 TEX. ADMIN.CODE § 213.16()]. All parties have
a right to judicial review of this Order,

All proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law filed by any party not specifically
adopted herein are hereby denied.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that Permanent Certificate Number 191372,
previously issued to DENNIS RAY ABBS JR., to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas
be, and the same is hereby, REVCKED.

ITIS FURTﬁER ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable to Respondent's nurse

licensure compact privileges, if any, to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas.

Entered this _8" day of November, 2011.

TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

BY: @w\,

KATHERINE A. THOMAS, MN!
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ON BEHALF OF SAID BOARD




Re: Permanent Certificate Number 191372
Issued to DENNIS RAY ABBS JR.
DEFAULT ORDER -REVOKE

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE |
I hereby certify that on the 8 day of November, 2011, a true and correct copy of the
foregoing DEFAULT -ORDER was served by placement in the U.S. Mail via certified mail, and
addressed to the follbwing person(s):
Dennis Ray Abbs Jr.

P.O. Box 682412
Houston, Texas 77268

. BY: MC& kit
KATHERINE A. THOMAS, MN, RN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ON BEHALF OF SAID BOARD




| In the Matter of Pe’rniaﬁeht License . § BEFORE THE TEXAS

Number 191372, Issued to § :
DENNIS RAY ABBS, JR., Respondent § BOARD OF NURSING
FORMAL CHARGES

This is a disciplinary proceeding under Section 301 452(b), Texas Occupations Code. Respondent,
DENNIS RAY ABBS, JR., is a Registered Nurse holding license number 191372, which is in
current status at the time of this pleading,

Written notice of the facts and conduct tlleged to warrant adverse licensure action was sent to
Respondent at Respondent's address of record and Respondent was given opportunity to show
compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license prior to commencement of
this proceeding. '

CHARGE 1.

On or about March 22, 2009, Respondent submitted an Online Renewal Document License
Vocational Nurse to the Texas Board of Nursing, in which he provided false, deceptive, and/or -
misleading information, in that he answered "No" to the question; :

“Have you, within the past 24 months or since your last renewal, for é.ny criminal oﬁ‘cnée,
including those pending appeal: .

been convicted of a misdemeanor?
 been convicted of a felony?

pled nolo contendere, no contest, or guilty?

received deferred adjudication? .

been placed on community supervision or court-ordered probation, whether or not
adjudicated guilty?

been sentenced to-serve jail or prison time? court-ordered confinement?

been granted pre-trial diversion? .

been arrested or any pending criminal charges?

been gited or charged with any violation of the law? )

been subject of a court-martial; Article 15 violation, or received any form of military
Jjudgment/pimishment/action?” S :

=rmem Hoawp

-Respondent failed to disclose that, on or about February 26, 2009, Respondent was arrested by the
Constable’s Office Pct 4 of Spring, Texas, for INJ CHILD W/INT BODILY INJ (a3" Degree Felony
offense committed on F ebruary 24, 2009), and that the criminal charges were still pending at the time
that Respondent submitted his Renewal to the Board. : S

The above action consﬁhzt;§ grounds for disciplinary action in accordance with Section
301.452(b)(2)&(10), Texas Occupations Code, and is a violation of 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE
§217.12(6)(1). . ' '




NOTICE IS GIVEN that staff will present evidence in support of the recommended disposition of
up to revocation of Respondent’s license to practice nursing in the State of Texas pursuant to the

Nursing Practice Act, Chapter 301, Texas Occupations Code and the Board's rules, 22 Tex. Admin.
Code §§213.27-213.33. Additionally, staff will seek to impose on Respondent the administrative
costs of the proceeding pursuant to Section 301.461, Texas Occupations Code. The cost of
proceedings shall include, but is not limited to, the cost paid by the Board o the State Office of
Administrative Hearings and the Office of the Attorney General or other Board counsel forlegal and
investigative services, the cost of a court reporter and witnesses, reproduction of records, Board staff
time, travel, and expenses. These shall be in an amount of at least one thousand two hundred dollars
($1200.00). '

NOTICE IS GIVEN that all statutes and rules cited in these Chmées are incorporated as part of this
pleading and can be found at the Board's website, www, bon.state tx.us. ’

NOTICE IS GIVEN that to the extent applicable, based on the Formal Charges, the Board will rely
on Adopted Disciplinary Guidelines for Criminal Conduct and on Adopted Disciplinary Sanction
Policies for Lying and Falsification, which can be found at the Board's website, www,bon.state tx.ug.

NbTICE IS GIVEN that, bM on the Formal Charges, the Board will rely on the Disciplinary
. Matrix, which can be found at State tx us/discipli discp-matyi .

+ .
Fiedttis_Z %" 4ayor June 2040

General Counsel
Board Certified - Administratide Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization
- State Bar No. 10838300
Jena Abel, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 24036103
Lance Robert Brenton, Assistant General Counsel
. State Bar No. 24066924
Robert Kyle Hensley, Assistant General Counse
State Bar No. 50511847 -+ -
Nikki Hopkins, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 24052269
John F. Legris, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 00785533
TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING
333 Guadalupe, Tower III, Suite 460 -
Austin, Texas 78701
P: (512) 305-6824 )
F: (512) 305-8101 or (512)305-7401

TEXAS BOARD OF N .ING
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James W. Johfston,
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